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Sister Wolf Books Will Open MAY 3RD

       From Sally: Sister Wolf Books & Coffee will open for the season at 10AM on May 3! Books are arriving every day, and they look so great that it's hard to keep working instead of curling up with one or half a dozen! We're also getting in fun non-book items, such as a new line of jewelry, adorable birdhouses made of felt (suitable for using outside but cute enough to use for decoration indoors), lots of games and toys for the kids in your life, and wonderful cards. Stop in soon to see us--we've missed you over the winter!
Book groups at Sister Wolf will begin forming soon. We'll pick books for the Women's Book Groups on Wednesday, May 16th at 9AM. Please join us to put together our reading lists for summer! Whether or not you can be with us on the (date), e-mail your book suggestions to Sally at sisterwolfbooks@arvig.net, and she'll order copies to have on hand. Remember our criteria for books:  may be fiction or non-fiction, preferably 300 pages or less, a fairly new release in paperback. More information will be available soon on the Poetry and Faith Talk books. 

Midwest Connections Picks
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          May Picks: 



                   Louise: Amended by Louise Krug
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 A beautiful young woman from Kansas is about to embark on the life of her 

dreams—California! Glossy journalism! French boyfriend!—only to suffer a brain bleed that collapses the right side of her body, leaving her with double vision, facial paralysis, and a dragging foot. An unflinching, wise, and darkly funny portrait of sudden disability and painstaking recovery, the memoir presents not only Louise's perspective, but also the reaction of her loved ones—we see, in fictional interludes, what it must have been like for Louise's boyfriend to bathe her, or for her mother to apply lipstick to her nearly immobile mouth. Challenging the notion that one person's tragedy is a single person's story, Louise: Amended depicts a dismantling—and rebirth—of an entire family.

At Yellow Lake by Jane McLoughlin 
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 See Youth Yak for more info

Boarded Windows by Dylan Hicks
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 Wade Salem is a charismatic aesthete, drug dealer, and journeyman country musician. He's also a complicated father figure to this novel's narrator, whose cloudy childhood becomes both clearer and more confusing through Wade's stories, jokes, and lectures. Through the eyes of a keenly observant, underemployed record collector, Wade emerges as a sly, disruptive force, at once seductive and maddening.

Shifting between flashbacks from the seventies and nineties, Boarded Windows is a postmodern orphan story that explores the fallibility of memory and the weight of our social and cultural inheritance. Stylistically layered and searchingly lonesome, Dylan Hicks' debut novel captures the music and mood of the fading embers of America's boomer counterculture.

Staff Picks




      
Gail:





    Seeking Enlightenment... Hat by Hat: A Skeptic's Guide to Religion by Nevada Barr 
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When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 1960 to the Present  by Gail Collins 
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 Gail (I mean, OUR Gail) says: A great overview of how the role of women has changed through the year
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
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Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder [image: image8.png]


 Gail says: This is one of my favorite authors!

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd [image: image9.png]


 Gail says: Really enjoyed this book!
Kathy:

The Dog Who Danced by Susan Wilson [image: image10.png]THE,
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Hannah’s Reads are listed in Youth Yak

Sally:






    A Good American by Alex George 
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 Sally says: When Frederick and Jette emigrate to the U.S. from Germany in 

1904, they land in New Orleans instead of New York, thinking one New must be like another. This wonderful novel, narrated by their grandson, tells the story of their family. It's a humorous and heart-breaking exploration of our universal search for home. I've recently read a number of excellent books--and this is one of them.

A Morning Cup of Yoga by Jane Trechsel [image: image12.png]


 Sally says: This book outlines a 15-minute routine of gentle stretches to start the day. It's designed to be done in the kitchen in your pajamas (no need to get out your mat), and comes with a CD to talk you through the poses.

 Linda:                                                         Home Front by Kristin Hannah 
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 Linda says: I loved this book from beginning to end as it tells the story of a wife and mother being called up to serve in the Iraq war as a Black Hawk helicopter pilot.  It richly details her life during the war, her husband’s opposition to her military career, her family’s adjustments while she’s away and then after she returns with severe physical and mental disabilities.  Note:  1492 Films, which recently produced the Oscar-nominated The Help, has acquired the rights to this movie and signed on director Chris Columbus to direct.  Can’t wait to see it!
 

                                                                      War Dances by Sherman Alexie 
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 Linda says: I’m a huge fan of Sherman Alexie and this collection of wry, poignant and sometimes comical short stories didn’t disappoint.



          The Lone Wolf by Jodi Picoult 
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 Linda says: Luke Warren, a zoologist who literally has spent two years living with a wolf pack, suffers a traumatic brain injury and has little chance of recovering. Edward, 24, his estranged son, was at age 15 given a note which says he can make medical decisions for his father, something his sister Cara, age 17, is legally unable to do.  And there, with a tremendous amount of wolf biology thrown in, you have the makings of Picoult’s latest family drama.   




          The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
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 Linda says: Morgenstern drew me in from the first sentence in this mysterious and mesmerizing tale. If the trains still went through our area, I'd be looking to hop onto the circus train as it slipped past in the night.

Jamie:




          Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson [image: image17.png]out
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      Wingshooters by Nina Revoyr 
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Jen: 




       Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art & Science of Remembering Everything by Joshua Foer
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 Jen says: I LOVE THIS BOOK! If you’re a fan of writing by Malcolm Gladwell, Jonah Lehrer, or Mary Roach, you’ll love it too. In a humorous (sometimes self-deprecating) manner, Foer takes us on a tour of the human mind and the history of human memory. This goes as far back as Socrates and stretches into the foreseeable future.
	American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America by Colin Woodard 
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 Jen says: This book was recommended by a friend and I’m so glad she told me about it! The author does a well-researched personality test of the nine different “American nations” (regions in the United States) that have influenced each nation’s politics and history. It’s a dense book, loaded with history, but I’m finding it worth the effort.

	

	

	


Youth Yak
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At Yellow Lake by Jane McLoughlin 
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 Etta, Peter and Jonah all find themselves at a cabin by the shore of Yellow Lake, and flung together in the terrifying series of events that follows. Jonah has come to Yellow Lake to try to get in touch with his Ojibwe roots. Peter is there to bury a lock of his mother's hair - her final request. Etta is on the run from her 
mother's creepy boyfriend, Kyle, and his dodgy friends. But as the three take shelter in the cabin, finding surprising solace in each other's company, they soon realize that they have inadvertently stumbled onto the scene of a horrifying crime, and Kyle and his cronies have no intention of letting them escape.

Sally’s Recommendation:

Sparrow Road by Sheila O'Connor 
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 Sally says: This book is fiction for middle grade readers. It's the story of 12 year old Raine O'Rouke, whose mother suddenly takes a summer job at a retreat center for artists. Initially,Raine isn't happy about the move. However, she meets the dad she never knew, and 

matures in significant ways. The book is just out in paperback, and would be a great gift for young readers.
Hannah’s Recommendations:

Hannah:

Dreamless by Josephine Angelini 
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 Hannah says: I am SO excited about the second book in the amazing Starcrossed series! Emotionally draining, but worth it!
Welcome, Caller, This is Chloe by Shelley Coriell [image: image25.png]


 Hannah says: In the young adult field there is a lot of darkness where the light that shines through makes everything hopeful. This book is exactly opposite. It's bursting with light and it makes dealing with those darker issues a little more bearable. Chloe is such an energetic and charismatic protagonist and it's impossible not to fall in love with her. She makes everything a little bit more fun and she runs on sheer will power and a strong belief in herself.
Croak by Gina Damico 
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 Hannah says: For a book 

about grim reapers and a whole lot of death, this book is surprisingly light and so much fun. Croak is a town populated entirely with people dedicated to helping souls pass from this life into the afterlife and it's filled with character and humor. Not to mention, Gina Damico's version of the afterlife - filled with dead presidents and an angsty Edgar Alan Poe - is in itself is worth reading this book for. 
The Right & The Real by Joëlle Anthony [image: image27.png]


 Hannah says: The synopsis of the book deals mainly with the cult that Jamie inadvertently gets her father wrapped up in, but in the book itself the cult is merely a catalyst that puts Jamie in an undesirable situation. She winds up homeless and she's dealing with the uncertainty of what the next day will be like as well as what her future after high school looks like. The story is about how she picks herself up after she is cast out and she pulls the lose threads of her life back together with the help of a strong cast of characters. This is a wonderful contemporary novel that surprised me. 

Book Group Reads

Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

Thursday, May 10th at 6PM:

Book Thief by Markus Zusak
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Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, May 15th at 8AM:

Coming Apart: The State of White America 1960-2010 by Charles Murray
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Sister Wolf Books Book Groups

COMING SOON!!! STAY TUNED!

Don’t forget….

We'll pick books for the Women's Book Groups on Wednesday, May 16th at 9AM.[image: image30.jpg]









PAGE  
2


