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Author Signing!
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Beverly Lewis, inspiration fiction writer, will be at Beagle Books for a signing on Wednesday, April 18th 11-12. 

POET TREE
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One of the BEST months of the year is April! Why? It’s POETRY MONTH!! To celebrate, we’ll once again put up our poet tree. The poet tree is a tree made of construction paper – the leaves have poems written on them. (Yeah, yeah – it’s technically a “poems tree”, but that’s just not punny.) Feel free to send us an original or a favorite and we’ll add it to our tree. The more the better! Either email a poem to us at: beagle-books@arvig.net or by post: 112 – 3rd St W, Park Rapids, MN 56470

Hey Educators!

Preschool educators and daycare providers! Will YOU be at this year’s United for Children Conference in Park Rapids on April 14? We will!! If you attend, be sure to swing by the Beagle Books table and say HI to Jen and Sally! We’ll be bringing books (of course) and some new toys (made in USA from recycled materials) we’re really excited about! To ALL educators, don’t forget we offer a 20% educator’s discount for any materials you buy from us for use in an educational setting!

Minnesota Book Awards

Also on April 14th, the Minnesota Book Awards gala will take place! We’ll let you know who the winners are – good luck Authors!
*****SISTER WOLF BOOKS WILL OPEN MAY 3!!!!****
Midwest Connections Picks
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        April Picks: 



                 Spirit of the Ojibwe by Sara Balbin, Thelma Nayquonabe, James R. Bailey
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 "These extraordinary portraits of Ojibwe elders convey the warmth, the kindness, the humor, and the ongoing endurance of our people. What a thoughtful celebration!"—Louise Erdrich 


Spirit of the Ojibwe is an intimate gathering of oral biographies and stunning color portraits of thirty-two Lac Courte Oreilles Indian elders painted by artist Sara Balbin. Their tribal 
history, told in story and image, is a compelling tale of how one people courageously adapted and triumphed over cultural oppression, broken government treaties, and the deliberate flooding of their reservation by the Wisconsin–Minnesota Power & Light Company. First settled in the Lac Courte Oreilles region of northwestern Wisconsin in the 1740s, the Lac Courte Oreilles tribe is today one of the most progressive native groups in the United States. This is a people who still live close to nature's rhythms, and these stories reveal their tribal history, traditions, migrations, spiritual practices, and clan structure. The tribal elders are keepers of knowledge and never stop teaching.

When I Was a Child I Read Books: Essays by Marilynne Robinson 
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 Marilynne Robinson’s  When I Was a Child I Read Books returns to and expands upon the themes which have preoccupied her work with renewed vigor. In “Austerity as Ideology,” she tackles the global debt crisis, and the charged political and social political climate in this country that makes finding a solution to our financial troubles so challenging. In “Open Thy Hand Wide” she searches out the deeply embedded role of generosity in Christian faith. And in “When I Was a Child,” one of her most personal essays to date, an account of her childhood in Idaho becomes an exploration of individualism and the myth of the American West. Clear-eyed and forceful as ever, Robinson demonstrates once again why she is regarded as one of our essential writers.

Staff Picks




      
Jen:

Little Princes by Conor Grennan
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 Jen says: April’s book pick for the Beagle Women’s Book Group! 

The Remarkable & Very True Story of Lucy & Snowcap by H.M. Bouwman
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 Jen says: This book caught my eye because the cover illustration was done by my favorite illustrator, Nicoletta Ceccolli. I hardly ever see the cover illustration though because I always have the book OPEN! This is a great middle grade-young adult read about two very different girls on an adventure together in colonial America. It reads more like fantasy than historical fiction. The author happens to live in Minnesota!

Hannah:

The Selection by Kiera Cass
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 Hannah says: I'm obsessed. This was just recently shot as a pilot for the CW and I'm 

really hoping they pick it up. If they do, it will be shown in the fall. I love this book so much and I'm excited to see it come to life. (Also, if you're a girl and you liked The Hunger Games, you'll LOVE The Selection.)

A Touch Morbid by Leah Clifford
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Anna Dressed in Blood by Kendare Blake
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 Hannah says: Holy smokes, this book was scary! I had to stop reading it after it got dark out!!
Slide by Jill Hathaway
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Sally:

A Slave in the White House: Paul Jennings and the Madisons by Elizabeth Dowling Taylor
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Sally says: This work of non-fiction explores the contradiction of our Founding 

Fathers, who espoused freedom and yet, in some cases owned slaves. Paul Jennings was such a slave. Owned by James Madison, Jennings was a servant in the White House. Later in life, he purchased his freedom and lived in Washington D.C. as a government worker. This is an important  and thought-provoking book. 
Pst – Kerri Miller of MPR picked this title for one of her picks on Daily Circuit. If you missed Kerri’s interview with the author, check it out here: http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2012/02/28/daily-circuit-slave-in-the-white-house/
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
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 Sally says: This is the re-telling of a Russian fairy story, set in Alaska in the 1920's. While frolicking in the snow one evening, a childless couple make a snow child. Soon, a mysterious little girl enters their lives, enchanting them as much as this book enchanted me! The hardcover is available in the store for $24.99. The e-book may be ordered from www.beagle-books.com for $11.99.

Jamie:

The Pact: A Love Story by Jodi PIcoult
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 Jamie says: I read this for my book club.  It's the 2nd Jodi Picoult book I have read, and Picoult doesn't disappoint.  Emily and Chris 

are 6 months apart in age.  They grow up together, essentially like brother and sister, and their families are best of friends.  Yet, in their teens, Chris and Emily's friendship turns into romance, much to the support and encouragement of their parents.  At times, Emily feels like she is in a relationship with her brother, but she does know she loves Chris.  However, unbeknown to her friends and family, Emily is struggling with inner turmoil.  She decides she wants to commit suicide, and Chris gets wrapped up in her decision to the end.
The Healing by Jonathan O’Dell 
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 Jamie says: This pre-Civil War book examines the rift between the master house vs. slave house Blacks on the plantation.  Disease sets in on the plantation and the master pays $5000 for Polly Shine.  She is believed to do "hoodoo" to cure the ailing slaves.  Polly sees "the gift" in Granada, a young Black girl who lives in the master's house.  So, much to her chagrin, Granada is sent out of the master’s house to start observing and learning the ways of Polly Shine.  Told from present day and pre-civil war perspectives.  This is a charming book!
Kathy:

The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Mones

[image: image16.png]


 

Red Earth, White Earth by Will Weaver
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Linda:

Carry the One by Carol Anshaw 
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 Linda says: Following the farmhouse wedding of Carmen and Matt, a car filled with five drunk and/or stoned guests, hits and kills a young girl. The novel follows Carmen and the people in the car over the next 25 years of their lives with some of the most eloquent writing I’ve experienced in a long time.  Anshaw has you feeling the characters’ pain as they struggle to live their lives after this tragedy.  I stayed up most of one night because I just couldn’t put this wonderful book down.
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
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 Linda says: Jack and Mabel are attempting to homestead in Alaska in 1920.  Jack is suffering greatly from the workload and Mabel from loneliness.  They are both suffering the grief of losing a child.  Drawing from a Russian 
fairytale, during the first snowfall of the season, the couple craft a child out of snow.  The next morning the snow child is missing, but Mabel and Jack see a slight young girl flitting through the forest. The couple love her, but she cannot be convinced to live with them, instead surviving on her own with a red fox as her companion.  I was enchanted by this lovely story.
The World We Found by Thrity Umrigar
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 Linda says: Armaiti, Laleh, Kavita, and Nishta, best friends while attending university in Bombay during the 1970s, have gone their very divergent ways until a phone call from Armaiti, informing Laleh that she is dying of cancer, causes the four to reunite.  This is a fascinating tale of dreams unlived, religious fanaticism and the timeless bonds of women’s friendships.  I’ve been a huge fan of Umrigar’s since her book The Space Between Us, and she doesn’t disappoint with her latest novel.  
A Land More Kind Than Home by Wiley Cash
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Heft by Liz Moore
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November Hunt by Jess Lourey 
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 Linda says: If you haven’t read any of Jess Lourey’s Murder-By-Month Mysteries, this one is a great place to start. Mira  is once again falling into solving another mystery in Battle Lake, MN.



       Ghost a la Mode by Sue Ann Jaffarian [image: image24.png]







         Ruby by Lauraine Snelling 
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Chomp by Carl Hiassen 
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Youth Yak
Did you know that both Beagle Books and Sister Wolf Books are EXCELLENT resources for children’s literature? Why? We have staff that can help with any age. Did you know….

· Susan at Sister Wolf Books is a high school librarian during the school year. Susan has started a book club at the high school where she works and currently has 30+ members!!

· Jamie at Beagle Books is an educator who works with both middle and high schoolers during the school year. Jamie is fluent in Spanish. She also is the mom of a pre-schooler.

· Hannah at Sister Wolf Books is an avid YA reader. Hannah maintains her own blog about YA reads and is on the radar of major publishers!

· Jen at Beagle Books was once the young adult librarian at the Park Rapids Library. She currently volunteers as a Reading Buddy in the Kinship program, working with a 1st grader at Nevis School once a week. She is also the mom of a 4th grader.

· Linda at Sister Wolf Books is a substitute teacher during the school year, working with kids of all ages. She is also a mom and grandma to avid readers.

· Sally at Sister Wolf Books has a background in education. She has worked as both a writer and editor of educational curriculum. She also is a mom and grandma of readers.
Book Group Reads

Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

Wednesday, April 12th at 6PM:

Little Princes by Conor Grennan
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Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, April 17th at 8AM:

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand
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Blue Stocking Society

One Amazing Thing by Chitra Divakaruni
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Park Rapids High School Book Club

Stolen  by Lucy Christopher
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