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Happy Fall!

Sister Wolf Books will be open through Sunday, September 18th. We’ve got a number of things (books, clothing, and much more) on sale – come check out the deals, visit with Sally one last time, and get some coffee. It is a bittersweet time for us. We hate to say goodbye to all our summer visitors and yet…. Fall is when we attend our annual Midwest Booksellers Association Trade Show, which is like Christmas for booksellers. Especially exciting this year is that Jennifer will be elected to the Board of the Midwest Booksellers Association! 

For those of you wintering in towns without an independent bookstore, we hope you will visit our websites for your reading needs (both physical books and e-books). If you’re not sure where the nearest independent bookstore is in your area, please visit: http://www.indiebound.org/indie-store-finder It’s as easy as entering your zip code! 

Midwest Connections Picks
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          September  Picks: 
 

Northwest Angle by William Kent Krueger $24.99   [image: image2.png]m
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 With his family caught in the crosshairs of a group of brutal killers, detective Cork O’Connor must solve the murder of a young girl in the latest installment of William Kent Krueger’s Northwest Angle. 

During a houseboat vacation on the remote Lake of the Woods, a violent gale sweeps through unexpectedly, stranding Cork and his daughter, Jenny, on a devastated island where the wind has ushered in a force far darker and more deadly than any storm. 

Amid the wreckage, Cork and Jenny discover an old trapper’s cabin where they find the body of a teenage girl. She wasn’t killed by the storm, however; she’d been bound and tortured before she died. Whimpering sounds coming from outside the cabin lead them to a tangle of branches toppled by the vicious winds. Underneath the debris, they find a baby boy, hungry and dehydrated, but still very much alive. Powerful forces intent on securing the child pursue them to the isolated Northwest Angle, where it’s impossible to tell who among the residents is in league with the devil. Cork understands that to save his family he must solve the puzzle of this mysterious child whom death follows like a shadow. 
Bohemian Girl by Terese Svoboda $14.95
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 Young Harriet’s father sells her as a slave to settle his gambling debt with an eccentric Indian—and her story is just beginning. Part Huck Finn, part True Grit, Harriet’s story of her encounter with the dark and brutal history of the American West is a true original. When she escapes the strange mound-building obsession of her Pawnee captor, Harriet sets off on a trek to find her father, only to meet with ever-stranger characters and situations along the way. She befriends a Jewish prairie peddler, escapes with a chanteuse, is imprisoned in a stockade and rescued by a Civil War balloonist, and becomes 
an accidental shopkeeper and the surrogate mother to an abandoned child, while abetting the escape of runaway slaves.

Good Graces by Lesley Kagen $25.95
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  Whistling in the Dark captivated readers with the story of ten-year-old Sally O'Malley and her sister, Troo, during Milwaukee's summer of 1959. In Good Graces, it's one year later, and a heat wave has everyone in the close-knit Milwaukee neighborhood on edge. None more so than Sally O'Malley, who remains deeply traumatized by the sudden death of her daddy and her near escape from a murderer and molester the previous summer. Although outwardly she and her sister, Troo, are more secure, Sally's confidence in her own judgment and much of her faith have been whittled away. When a series of disquieting events unfold in the neighborhood-a string of home burglaries, the escape from reform school of a nemesis, and the mysterious disappearance of an orphan, crimes that may involve the increasingly rebellious Troo-Sally is called upon to rise above her inner demons. She made a deathbed promise to her daddy to keep Troo safe, a promise she can't break, even if her life depends on it. But when events reach a crisis point, will Sally have the courage and discernment to make the right choices? Or will her false assumptions lead her and those she loves into danger once again?
Staff Picks




       
   If this looks like a short list…well, Jamie, Sophie, Susan, and Hannah all left for/returned to school!
Sally: 






 One Amazing Thing by Chitra Divakaruni $13.99
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One of Our Thursdays is Missing by Jasper Fforde $25.95 (paperback due out in January)
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 Sally says: I love all the literary allusions and convoluted plots in this
series!
The Tower, the Zoo, and the Tortoise by Julia Stuart $14.95 
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 Sally says: It’s finally out in paperback! The story is funny, as Balthazar
Jones, a Beefeater at the Tower of London, is given the responsibility of setting up a zoo in the Tower. It's also poignant, as Balthazar and his wife grieve the death of their young son. If you've ever wondered how in the world a tortoise can run away from home, this is your book! 

Gail:




        

Left Neglected by Lisa Genova
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 Gail says: I got up in the middle of the night to finish this one!
Every Last One by Anna Quindlen $15 
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Learning to Bow by Bruce Feiler $13.99 
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 Gail says: An American goes to Japan to teach English in a Japanese school.  I learned a lot of interesting facts about Japanese culture-how to take a bath, always back out of a room and of course, how to bow.

Money Class: Learn to Create Your New American Dream by Suze Orman $26 
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 Gail says: Clear, concise and up-to-date. I'm sending copies to my married grandsons.
Susan: 




     Caleb’s Crossing  by Geraldine Brooks $26.95
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Jen:



     
          

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck $16
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Kathy:





          The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget $13.95 [image: image14.png]



    



    Caleb’s Crossing  by Geraldine Brooks $26.95
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Linda: 




         State of Wonder by Ann Patchett $26.99 [image: image16.png]


 Linda says: Dr. Marina Singh, a pharmaceutical researcher for Vogel Pharmaceuticals in Minnesota, is sent to Manaus, Brazil, and then into the Amazon jungle to locate the remains of a former male colleague who died under rather mysterious circumstances.  She is also sent to find her former medical teacher and nemesis, Dr. Anneck Swenson, who has devoted years to researching a tribe where the women are able to bear children, even at age 70.  Patchett fills the pages of this book with the mystery and danger of the Amazon and weaves a story that readers will enjoy to the very last sentence. 
Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins $17.99 
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Still Missing by Chevy Stevens $14.99
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 Linda says: Annie O'Sullivan, a Canadian real estate agent, relives the year she spent at the hands of a psychopathic kidnapper.  But is the terror over for her?  This is a finely crafted mystery that I found hard to put down.
 



     




      
Youth Yak
by Jen
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ATTENTION MIDDLE GRADE READERS! (and the rest of us who like to read middle grade books), get yourself a copies of Tanglewood Terror AND Bigger Than a Breadbox!

Tanglewood Terror by Kurtis Scaletta:
          The wilderness abounds with monsters that take many forms, some never imagined by storytellers. . . .



       When thirteen-year-old Eric Parrish comes across glowing mushrooms in the woods behind his house, he’s sure there’s a scientific explanation. But then they begin to encroach on the town, covering the football field and popping up from beneath the floorboards of his house. It doesn’t take long for Eric to realize something’s seriously wrong. Not that much else has been going right: his parents are fighting, leaving him to babysit his annoying little brother Brian, and he’s had a falling-out with his football team—over a pig.

Then Eric meets Mandy, a runaway girl from the nearby boarding school, who warns Eric that the fungus could portend the town’s doom, leaving it in rubble—just like the village that disappeared in the same spot over two hundred years ago. 

Halloween is approaching, the fungus is spreading, and Eric, Brian, and Mandy set out to solve a very old mystery and save the town of Tanglewood.

Bigger Than a Bread Box by Laurel Snyder: (Pst – Goodreads is doing a Book Giveaway of two of Snyder’s books! Go to http://laurelsnyder.com/ to click through  and enter!()


        “Everything felt wrong, lopsided. I knew from the weird fuzzy humming inside my head,” thinks 12-year-old Rebecca Shapiro as her family ruptures before her eyes. Rebecca’s father has been out of work, and her mother is fed up; after a big fight with her husband, she packs up the children and drives from Baltimore to Atlanta to visit Rebecca and Lew’s grandmother. When Rebecca discovers this isn’t just a quick visit (her mother has a temp job for herself lined up and a new school picked out for Rebecca), she’s furious. One day while exploring her grandmother’s attic, Rebecca finds a magic breadbox that will grant any wish that fits inside it: a cookie, money, pens, lip-gloss, candy, or a diamond. But Rebecca comes to understand that the box won’t solve her problems (conversely, it creates some enormous ones); she has to do that on her own. Introspective and rich with delicate imagery, this coming-of-age tale shares themes with Snyder’s Penny Dreadful (2010). The insightful, memorable, and complex characters that Snyder creates result in a story with the same qualities. (Publishers Weekly)

Book Group Reads

Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

We’ll reconvene on Tuesday, September 6th  to discuss Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck and pick books for the fall. Join us at 6PM at Beagle!
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*Note: We’re meeting on a Tuesday in September so we don’t conflict with Sister Wolf’s Thursday evening group. Starting in October, we’ll meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6PM.

Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

September 20th at 8AM:

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett $26.99 [image: image22.png]




Sister Wolf Books Women’s Evening Group

September 8 at 7PM:

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot $16
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Sister Wolf Books Women’s Morning & Evening Groups

September 14th POTLUCK – call Sister Wolf for directions and details

Alice I Have Been by Melanie Benjamin $15 [image: image24.png]



Sister Wolf Books Poetry Group

Friday, September 16th:
She Walks in Beauty, ed. by Caroline Kennedy $24.99
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Park Rapids Library Book Club 

Friday, September 16th 10:30AM at the library:

Pearl of China by Anchee Min $15
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