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2 Important Things

1) Buy books for the holidays, especially from our catalog, which looks like this:
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2) When you shop at Beagle during the Jingle Bells promotion period (Nov. 1 – Dec. 13), we reward you with DOUBLE tickets EVERY DAY. Don’t know about the Jingle Bells promotion? 
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Here it is in a nutshell:

Participating businesses will be giving out Jingle Bells Sweepstakes tickets through Tuesday, December 13. Shoppers receive one ticket for each $10 spent, up to 40 tickets per transaction. This year’s Grand Prize will be $5,000 with five $1,000 winners. The Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce sponsors this promotion and the Christmas Gala Celebration which starts at 5:00 pm Thursday, December 15 at the Century School Cafetorium. This fun event includes food, music and drawings for door prizes and drawings for the cash prizes.

Midwest Connections Picks
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          November Picks: 
 

Artisan Pizza and Flatbread in Five Minutes a Day by Zoë François and Jeff Hertzberg
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 In Artisan Pizza and Flatbread in Five Minutes a Day, Jeff and Zoë show readers how to use their ingenious technique to make lightning-fast pizzas, flatbreads, and sweet and savory tarts from stored, no-knead dough.  In addition to the classic flatbread doughs and pizza crusts, there are alternatives with whole grain, spelt, and gluten-free ingredients, and the authors include soups, salads, and spreads that turn flatbreads or pizza into a complete meal.  In just five minutes a day of active preparation time, you can create favorites like Classic Margherita, Pita pockets, Chicago Deep Dish, White Clam Pizza, and Blush Apple Tart.  Artisan Pizza and Flatbread in Five Minutes a Day proves that making pizza has never been this fast or easy. So rise…to the occasion and get baking!

The Least Cricket of Evening by Robert Vivian.
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 In his second collection of essays Vivian finds his occasions in midwestern towns and European cities. He looks for—and sometimes stumbles upon—the spiritual significance of 

circumstances and places and those who inhabit them, from the Jewish dead in a long-neglected cemetery in Poland to a dog slaughtered on a highway fronting the Black Sea to gunshots ringing out in rural Michigan. Again and again Vivian probes what such phenomena suggest about the times we live in—and what they share with every time that ever was.

White Truffles in Winter by N. M. Kelby  [image: image6.png]


 White Truffles in Winter imagines the world of the remarkable French chef Auguste Escoffier (1846-1935), who changed how we eat through his legendary restaurants at the Savoy and the Ritz. A man of contradictions-kind yet imperious, food-obsessed yet rarely hungry-Escoffier was also torn between two women: the famous, beautiful, and reckless actress Sarah Bernhardt and his wife, the independent and sublime poet Delphine Daffis, who refused ever to leave Monte Carlo. In the last year of Escoffier's life, in the middle of writing his memoirs, he has returned to Delphine, who requests a dish in her name as he has honored Bernhardt, Queen Victoria, and many others. How does one define the complexity of love on a single plate? N. M. Kelby brings us the sensuality of food and love amid a world on the verge of war in this work that shimmers with beauty and longing.

Third and Long by Bob Katz 
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 A former Notre Dame football 

star is hired as the local plant manager in a dying Midwest factory town. Soon he is also handed the daunting job of saving the local football team and the town itself. Mystery, intrigue, romance, and redemption follow in this moving portrait of a vanishing America hanging by a thread.
Staff Picks

     
   

Sally: 






   

Some Assembly Required by Anne Lamott
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  Sally says: Most of the books I read are Advance Readers copies—galleys which publishers send out prior to publication. This helps enormously in ordering for the store, but I don't mention those books here, since they're not yet available. This month I'm making an exception for Some Assembly Required, Anne Lamott's newest book, because I know many of you share my love for Lamott's non-fiction. This book is a journal of the first year of her grandson's life. As always, she writes about her messy life with candor, humor, and insight. The book will be out in hardcover in March, and may be pre-ordered from either store.

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett
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 Sally says: Several months ago, I raced through the Advance Readers copy of this book. I've just finished re-reading it at a slower pace for my book group--and I still think it's a 

wonderful book. If you haven't read it yet, put it on your Christmas list! It's available in hardcover for $26.99

When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 1960 to the Present by Gail Collins
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 Sally says: I read this for a recent reading retreat. The book chronicles an era of unprecedented change for women in our country--and I lived through it. A combination of
research of oral history and research, the book is an important look at our social history.

          
Kathy: 

Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux by John G. Neihardt
[image: image11.png]


 

Shanghai Girls by Lisa See
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Gail:




        
Stormchasers by Jenna Blum
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 Gail says: This is a story of a woman looking for her brother whom she hasn't seen in 20 years.  She remembers he was intrigued with 

Storms, so she joins a storm chasing tour.  Time is of the essence as he is bi-polar.

A Name of her Own by Jane Kirkpatrick
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 Gail says: This is an historical novel about one of the next expeditions to go west after Lewis and Clark's. It’s based on some of the real people in that expedition, namely Marie Dorian and her two sons. Good book!
Jen:



     
          

The Tower, the Zoo, and the Tortoise by Julia Stuart
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Jamie:

Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson
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Linda: 




         When She Woke by Hillary Jordan 
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 Linda says: A dystopian tale wherein the division of church and state has 

ended.  Women who have abortions are Chromed, having their skin permanently died bright red so that everyone will know they have had an abortion or have otherwise murdered someone.  People who commit lesser crimes have a yellow skin pigment.  Religious fanatics called The Fist hunt them down and often kill them.  This novel couldn't be more different than Jordan's Mudbound, but it certainly will hold your attention.
Note: If you liked Margaret Atwood, Handmaid’s Tale, check out When She Woke!
Once Upon a Time There Was You by Elizabeth Berg
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The Descendants by Kaui Hart Hemmings [image: image19.png]



The Incendiary by Chris Cleeve 
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Jo:   




        Boundaries: Where You End and I Begin by Anne Katherine 
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Living from Your Soul by Karen Katafiasz [image: image22.png]


 Note from Jen: This book is out of print, but we can get you a copy! Don’t forget we do searches for out of print & hard to find books!

Christine (mysterious new staff person who is shy to be introduced just yet….): 

       Little Bee by Chris Cleave 
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 Christine says: This is a very engaging and enjoyable book. This was one of those remarkable stories that removed me entirely to another place. I found myself drawn to the characters and liked the fact the author presented the story from multiple perspectives of each. I felt it gave the book more dimension. The relationships between the characters, while each dealt with their own personal conflict was fascinating and I found myself curious about some of the social and cultural problems presented. It 
is definitively a book that makes you think about the people you meet.
Youth Yak





   by Jen






     Tea with Lady Sapphire: Sharing the Love of Birds by Carl R. Sams and Jean Stoick [image: image24.png]


  I was raised in a birding family. In our house, we had two copies of the same bird guide book: one had illustrations cut out and pasted on a homemade poster of birds we’d seen in our yard. My grandparents were bird lovers too. I have fond memories of spending time on their cabin porch, watching birds (until Grandpa would press his homemade squirrel buzzer, which did in fact scare squirrels away….along with every other living critter). My grandfather could identify birds by their calls while walking through the woods. It was at their cabin that I first saw a pileated woodpecker, still one of my favorite birds. So….when we got in copies of Tea with Lady Sapphire (with a full cast of birds, and starring none other than Lady Sapphire, a pileated woodpecker), I was entranced!! This book is included in Youth Yak this month because it’s a picture book, but as the wisest of us know, picture books are not just for children. I hope you’ll enjoy this book as much as I do! (And no one tell Grandma that she’s getting a copy for Christmas ()




        
Book Group Reads



      Beagle Books Women’s Book Group
The Tower, the Zoo, and the Tortoise by Julia Stuart
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Note: The pick for December has been changed to Soldier’s Wife by Margaret Leroy

Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, November 15th at 8AM:

Running the Rift by Naomi Benaron 

[image: image26.png]


 Note: This book won’t be released until January, 2012. “What?!?!,” you ask, “how are the men going to discuss it in November of 2011, then??” Well, funny you should ask…..The publisher offered to send a set of books to a book group. We thought the men’s book group might like it and would give feedback (which publishers love), so we set it all up! By the way, Running the Rift will be the 2012 Belwether Prize Winner. Not familiar with that one? The Bellwether Prize, which was established 

in 2000 by Barbara Kingsolver and is funded entirely by her, was created to promote fiction 

that addresses issues of social justice and the impact of culture and politics on human relationships. Past winners have included Mudbound by Hillary Jordan and The Girl Who Fell From the Sky by Heidi W. Durrow.



Park Rapids Library Book Club 

Friday, November 18th 10:30AM at the library:

Any title by Conrad Richter
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Blue Stocking Book Club

October 9th:

The Red Thread by Ann Hood 
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