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$746

That’s how much money we raised at the 2011 Pie Baking Contest & Auction fundraiser for the Park Rapids Library! A record number of 27 pies were entered. THANK YOU to the bakers and the buyers. Unfortunately, John Michael Lerma, the chef who gave birth to this fundraiser five years ago, was unable to join us this year. John Michael is battling stomach cancer and his chemotherapy treatments made travel from his home in the Twin Cities to Park Rapids impossible. This year’s pie champs are…………….

Double Crust: Carol Kragenbrink (3 Berry Pie)
Single Crust: Bev Johnson (Chocolate Raspberry Cake Pie)
Custard or Cream: Diane Wallace (Baked Chocolate Cream)
Juvenile: Lauren Bakke & Katie Laxson (Key Lime with Chocolate Graham Cracker Crust)
Best in Show: Diane Wallace

Sunday Classics Series
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Beagle Books and the Y-Steak House have teamed up for some very special Sunday events! Ticket holders will be treated to an evening of good food and entertainment. Some of the entertainers will be AUTHORS and some will be musicians. The series will kick off July 10th with WILL WEAVER. Tickets are $30 and available at Y-Steak House and Beagle Books. On July 17th, the guest of honor will be local poet Tom Stetzler ($30 tickets). On July 24th, world-class pianist Rebecca Davis will be the guest of honor ($75 tickets). 

Taste of Dorset

When is it this year? Sunday, August 7th. (It’s always the first Sunday in August). We’ll have more info for you in the August newsletter, but you might as well go ahead and put it on your calendar (be brave, write it in ink).

Indie Bound ‘Round

Since you’ve already got your calendar open (you’re waiting for the ink to dry from penning in the Taste of Dorset), go ahead and make this entry as well:

August 18-21 Indie Bound ‘Round

So what did you just record? A roadtrip! You’ll be  visiting FIVE independent bookstores! There will be prizes! Special events! But mostly it’s a FUN way to visit and support indie bookstores!! Details will be forthcoming. In the meantime, call all your friends and insist they pen it in their calendars as well (especially your friends from Little Falls, Alexandria, and Nisswa).

Midwest Connections Picks
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          July Picks: 



       

The Borrower by Rebecca Makkai $25.95 hardcover, $12.99 e-book
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 Lucy Hull, a young children's librarian in Hannibal, Missouri, finds herself both a kidnapper and kidnapped when her favorite 

patron, ten- year-old Ian Drake, runs away from home. The precocious Ian is addicted to reading, but needs Lucy's help to smuggle books past his 

overbearing mother, who has enrolled Ian in weekly antigay classes with celebrity Pastor Bob. Lucy stumbles into a moral dilemma when she finds Ian camped out in the library after hours with a knapsack of provisions and an escape plan. Desperate to save him from Pastor Bob and the Drakes, Lucy allows herself to be hijacked by Ian. The odd pair embarks on a crazy road trip from Missouri to Vermont, with ferrets, an inconvenient boyfriend, and upsetting family history thrown in their path. But is it just Ian who is running away? Who is the man who seems to be on their tail? And should Lucy be trying to save a boy from his own parents.
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 Bonnie Jo Campbell has created an 

unforgettable heroine in sixteen-year-old Margo Crane, a beauty whose unflinching gaze and uncanny ability with a rifle have not made her life any easier. After the violent death of her father, in which she is complicit, Margo takes to the Stark River in her boat, with only a few supplies and a biography of Annie Oakley, in search of her vanished mother. But the river, Margo's childhood paradise, is a dangerous place for a young woman traveling alone, and she must be strong to survive, using her knowledge of the natural world and her ability to look unsparingly into the hearts of those around her. Her river odyssey through rural Michigan becomes a defining journey, one that leads her beyond self-preservation and to the decision of what price she is willing to pay for her choices.

Things We Didn’t Say by Kristina Riggle $14.99 paperback, $9.99 e-book 
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 What goes unsaid can sometimes speak the loudest . . . 

What makes up a family? For Casey it's sharing a house with her fiance, Michael, and his three children, whom she intends to nurture more than she ever took care of herself. But Casey's plans have come undone. Michael's silences have grown unfathomable and deep. His daughter Angel seethes as only a teenage girl can, while the wide-eyed youngest, Jewel, quietly takes it all in. 

Then Michael's son, Dylan, runs off, and the kids' mother, a woman never afraid to say what she thinks, noisily barges into the home. That's when Casey decides that the silences can no longer continue. She must begin speaking the words no one else can say. She'll have to dig up secrets—including her own—uncovering the hurts, and begin the healing that is long overdue. And it all starts with just a few tentative words. . . . 

Spellbound: The Book of Elsewhere Vol. 2 byJacqueline West
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 This Midwest Connections Pick  is a children’s book. Please see Youth Yak.

Staff Picks




       Linda: 
     

The Postmistress by Sarah Blake $15 paperback, $9.99 e-book
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Pearl of China by Anchee Min $15 paperback
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Jody: 





      Talking to Heaven: A Medium’s Message of Life After Death by James van Praagh $7.99
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Sally: 


The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot $16 paperback, $9.99 e-book
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 Sally says: The non-fiction account 
of race, medical ethics, medicine, and the lives of a family caught in their intersection.
Next to Love by Ellen Feldman $25 
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 Sally says: A moving story of war, love,loss, and friendship. The book will be released this month.
Jamie:


Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson $15 paperback, $11.99 e-book
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Jamie says: Major Pettigrew's Last Stand is an extremely charming book.  Set in an English village, this book examines friendship, social status as well as race relations.  It is a very easy, enjoyable read!
   
Jen:




         Everything Matters! by Ron Currie, Jr. $15 paperback, $9.99 e-book 
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 Jen says: I am loving this book. It has quirky characters with distinct 

voices, an uncertain future, and I have no idea how the author is going to wrap it all up.  Smokin’ Seventeen by Janet Evanovich $28 hardcover, $12.99 e-book 
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 Jen says: Pure fun!!



Kathy:

Trial by Fire by J.A. Jance $7.99 paperback, $7.99 e-book




 [image: image18.png]



Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson $15 paperback, $11.99 e-book
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Gail: 





          The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck $6.99+ paperback, $9.99 e-book 
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The Postmistress by Sarah Blake $15 paperback, $9.99 e-book




 [image: image21.png]HE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

IHE
POSTMISTRESS

anovel








       Older Love by Warren Hanson $16.95 [image: image22.png]






        Pearl of China by Anchee Min $15 paperback
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          Vestments by John Reimringer $25 (paperback due out in September) 
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   Brooklyn by Colm Toibin $15 paperback, $11.99 e-book 
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Hannah: See Youth Yak

Youth Yak
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Spellbound: The Book of Elsewhere Vol. 2 byJacqueline West
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 With no way into the house's magical paintings, and its three guardian cats 

reluctant to help, Olive's friend Morton is still trapped inside Elsewhere. So when Rutherford, the new oddball kid next door, mentions a grimoire - a spellbook - Olive feels a breathless tug of excitement. If she can find the McMartins' spellbook, maybe she can help Morton escape Elsewhere for good. Unless, that is, the book finds Olive first.
The house isn't the only one keeping secrets anymore. Mystery, magic, corruption, and betrayal abound (plus just enough laughs to take the edge off). You'll never guess what happens next in this thrilling, chilling second volume in the critically acclaimed series.

Note: We recommend that you read The Books of Elsewhere, Vol. 1: The Shadows: The Shadows before reading Spellbound.
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Hannah’s Top 4 YA Picks (for the moment – it might change tomorrow once she’s read more….)

Divergent by Veronica Roth $17.99 hardcover, $9.99 e-book
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Starcrossed by Josephine Angelini $17.99 hardcover, $9.99 e-book




 [image: image30.png]



Hourglass by Myra McEntire $17.99 
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Awaken - Katie Kacvinsky $16.99
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Want more from Hannah?? YA books are Hannah’s PASSION. She’s started a YA blog, which can be 
accessed from the Beagle Books website:

www.beagle-books.com (scroll down to the middle and look for [image: image33.png]


)

Book Group Reads

Sister Wolf Books Women’s Morning Book Group

Wednesday, July 20th & Thursday, July 21st at 9AM:

Starting from Scratch by Susan Gilbert-Collins $15 paperback, $9.99 e-book
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Thursday, July 28th **Note: This will be a joint potluck with the Women’s Evening Book Group. Call Sister Wolf for details.

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore $15 paperback, $11.99 e-book [image: image35.png]The Other
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Sister Wolf Books Women’s Evening Book Group

Thursday, July 14th at 7PM:

Imperfect Birds by Anne Lamott $15 paperback, $9.99 e-book 
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Thursday, July 28th **Note: This will be a joint potluck with the Women’s Morning Book Group. Call Sister Wolf for details.

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore $15 paperback, $11.99 e-book [image: image37.png]The Other
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Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, July 19th at 8AM:

The Long Ships by Frans G. Bengtsson $17.95
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