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Sister Wolf Books Opens May 5th!
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At 10 AM on May 5, Sister Wolf will be open for the summer. Come in to visit, have a cup of coffee and see what's new this summer! We're looking forward to welcoming all of you back to Dorset! See the Book Group section at the end of the newsletter for info about this summer’s book groups at Sister Wolf.

2010 Minnesota Book Awards

The winners are……….:

Kay Sexton Award - Carolyn Holbrook, a long-time advocate of arts in education

Genre fiction - Jelly's Gold by David Housewright

General nonfiction - I Go to America: Swedish American Women and the Life of Mina Anderson by Joy K. Lintelman

Young People's Lit - The Magician's Elephant by Kate DiCamillo 

Children's Lit - Red Sings from Treetops: A Year in Colors by Joyce Sidman
Poetry - I Wish I Had a Heart Like Yours, Walt Whitman by Jude Nutter

Book Artist Award - Wilber "Chip" Schilling, proprietor of Indulgence Press 

Minnesota - Opening Goliath: Danger and Discovery in Caving by Cary J. Griffith
    Memoir and creative non-fiction The Wolf at Twilight: An Indian Elder's Journey through a Land of Ghosts and Shadows by Kent Nerburn Note: Kent Nerburn will be at Sister Wolf Books during the Festival of Authors and Artists on June 25!





       Novel and short story - The Book of Night Women by Marlon James 



    Readers' Choice Award - Honor Bright: A Century of Scouting in Northern Star Council by Dave Kenney 

Events




          The first event at Sister Wolf Books in 2010 is an evening with poet Marlene Jezierski on May 12th! Join us in the Wolf Den at 7PM to hear Marlene speak. Marlene is a retired emergency nurse and passionate advocate for victims. She has written numerous articles and curricula about domestic violence, conducted seminars throughout and beyond Minnesota, and received awards and community recognition for her work. Senator Paul Wellstone invited her to Washington to testify on the impact of violence on women’s health. Marlene has written and published a book of poetry, Beyond the Mirror. Copies of the book will be available the evening of the event.
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Midwest Connections Picks
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     May Picks:

How High the Moon by Sandra Kring $15
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 In this tender novel set in 1955 Mill Town, Wisconsin, Sandra Kring explores the complicated bond between mothers and daughters, the pressure to conform, and the meaning of friendship and family.
         Ten-year-old Isabella “Teaspoon” Marlene has been a handful ever since her mother, Catty, dumped her with an old boyfriend and ran off to Hollywood. Teaspoon fights, fibs, never stops singing, and is as unpredictable and fearless as a puppy off its leash. Still, Teddy Favors, a man who has taken his share of kicks, is determined to raise her right. 



 Teaspoon wants to be better for Teddy—even if that means agreeing to take part in a do-gooder mentorship program and being paired up with Brenda Bloom, the beautiful reigning Sweetheart of Mill Town. Against all odds, as the summer passes, this unlikely duo discover a special friendship as they face personal challenges, determined to follow their hearts instead of convention.





  It’s while Brenda and Teaspoon are putting together the grandest show the Starlight Theater has ever seen that Catty returns to Mill Town, shattering illusions and testing loyalties. But by the final curtain call, one determined little girl shows an entire town the healing that can happen when you let your heart take center stage.
Shoot to Thrill by P.J. Tracy $24.95
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 It begins with a floater.
 It’s eighty-five degrees in the shade when Minneapolis detectives Leo Magozzi and Gino Rolseth pull into the MPD parking garage. They’re driving a tricked-out Caddy, repossessed from a low-level drug dealer. It’s not a Beemer or a Mercedes, but it’s got GPS, air conditioning, and electric seats with more positions than the Kama Sutra.





          But things are heating up inside the station house, too. The bomb squad’s off to investigate another suspicious package at the mall, and kids are beating the crap out of each other and posting it on YouTube. And before Leo and Gino can wish for a straight-on homicide, the call comes in: a floater.



        Soon they’re humping it along a derelict stretch of the Mississippi River, beyond the green places where families picnic and admire the views. They can see her — she looks like a bride in her white formal gown-face down, dead in the water. And so it begins.
Across town, Grace McBride’s Monkeewrench crew-the computer geeks who made a fortune on games, now helping the cops with anticrime software-has been recruited by the FBI to investigate a series of murder videos posted on the Web. It’s not long before Rolseth, Magozzi, and Monkeewrench discover the frightening link between the unlucky bride and the latest, most horrific use of the Internet yet. Using their skills to scour the Net in search of the perpetrator, the team must race against the clock to stop a killer in his tracks . . . before it’s too late.
Thief by Maureen Gibbon $14
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 Suzanne, a teacher off for the summer, has rented a cabin in a small town in the north woods of Minnesota, to escape the Cities, and her most recent dysfunctional relationship. She begins corresponding by letter with a convict named Alpha Breville, whose crime she plumbs for the hope of revelations of a trauma she suffered at the age of sixteen. As she experiments with this precarious relationship, she begins to liberate herself from the turbulence that has characterized her life ever since that event. Not virgin, victim, or vigilante, who then, is Suzanne?




       Note: Maureen Gibbons will be at Sister Wolf Books during the Festival of Authors and Artists on June 25!

The Pioneer Woman Cooks: Recipes from an Accidental Country Girl by Ree Drummond $27.50
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 From the author: My name is Ree.  Some folks know me as The Pioneer Woman. After years of living in Los Angeles, I made a pit stop in my hometown in Oklahoma on the way to a new, exciting life in Chicago. It was during my stay at home that I met Marlboro Man, a mysterious cowboy with steely blue eyes and a muscular, work-honed body. A strict vegetarian, I fell hard and fast, and before I knew it we were married and living on his ranch in the middle of nowhere, taking care of animals, and managing a brood of four young children. I had no idea how I’d wound up there, but I knew it was exactly where I belonged.



          

The Pioneer Woman Cooks is a homespun collection of photography, rural stories, and scrumptious recipes that have defined my experience in the country. I share many of the delicious cowboy-tested recipes I’ve learned to make during my years as an accidental ranch wife—including Rib-Eye Steak with Whiskey Cream Sauce, Lasagna, Fried Chicken, Patsy’s Blackberry Cobbler, and Cinnamon Rolls—not to mention several “cowgirl-friendly” dishes, such as Sherried Tomato Soup, Olive Cheese Bread, and Crème Brûlée. I show my recipes in full color, step-by-step detail, so it’s as easy as pie to follow along.




       You’ll also find colorful images of rural life: cows, horses, country kids, and plenty of chaps-wearing cowboys.




     I hope you get a kick out of this book of mine. I hope it makes you smile. I hope the recipes bring you recognition, accolades, and marriage proposals. And I hope it encourages even the most harried urban cook to slow down, relish the joys of family, nature, and great food, and enjoy life.

Staff Picks




           Jennifer: 




          
The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget $13.95
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The Book Without Words: A Fable of Medieval Magic by Avi on audio (paperback is $5.99)

Jennifer says: See Youth Yak to see one more of my reads!
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Linda: 




       House Rules by Jodi Picoult $28
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Linda says: Picoult fans will really like this one.  I learned so much about Asperger's Syndrome while reading this book.  
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Note from Jennifer: This book is also on the April Indie Next pick list! Indie Next picks are the most popular selections of independent booksellers across the country. Every month we have brochures of the month’s picks. Be sure to pick one up!
The Weight of Silence by Heather Gudenkauf $13.95
Gail:

Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan by Greg Mortenson $26.95
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 Gail says: A must read for everyone.  Not only is this a continuation of the author’s bestseller Three Cups of Tea, but it is an affirmation of why education can make such a big difference in the world. I especially liked hearing about our armed forces in Afghanistan are using Greg's concept of first drinking tea to find out 
what others are thinking before using force.  It is so amazing that one man giving a promise to a village for a school has bloomed into over 100 schools in Central Asia sometimes right under the noses of the Taliban.  Statistics in the back of the 
book state what a difference educating girls can make not only for themselves but for the family and their whole village. 

Twisted Tree by Kent Meyers $24 
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The Zookeeper's Wife by Diane Ackerman $14.95

Sally:


The Weed That Strings the Hangman's Bag: A Flavia de Luce Mystery by Alan Bradley $24
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 Sally says: Flavia deLuce is the
narrator of The Weed That Strings the Hangman's Bag: A Flavia de Luce Mystery by Alan Bradley. 
She's a precocious and observant 11-year-old who lives with her family in a crumbling manor house in rural England in the 1950's. There is a mystery
in the book, but it's primarily a character study, and it's absolutely charming. The first book in the series, The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie is 
now available in paperback. 

Shanghai Girls by Lisa See $15

Sally says: This one is even better than Snow Flower and the Secret Fan! It tells the story of two sisters who leave Shanghai as refugees and come to the United States as unwelcome immigrants. Hint, hint--this
would make a great pick for book group. 

Cindie:

Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley $18
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Youth Yak 

The Owl Keeper by Christine Brodien-Jones $17.99
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 Jennifer says: Ok, I admit it, I was first drawn to this book by the fantastic illustration on the front and the fact that it has an owl on it (I’m such a sucker for raptors). As it turns out, this is a real page-turner! This is one of those books you’ll see kids wandering around the house with, bumping into walls as they make their way to the next place they’re going to sit and keep reading. So, what’s it about?? Set in the future, Maxwell Unger lives in a world that has come 
under the oppressive rule of a totalitarian regime.

Max has always loved the night. He used to do brave things like go tramping through the forest with his gran after dark. He loved the stories she told him about the world before the Destruction—about nature, and books, and the silver owls. His favorite story, though, was about the Owl Keeper.
According to Max’s gran, in times of darkness the Owl Keeper would appear to unite owls and sages against the powers of the dark. Gran is gone now, and so are her stories of how the world used to be. Max is no longer brave. The forest is dangerous, the books Gran had saved have been destroyed, and the silver owls are extinct. At least that’s what the High Echelon says. But Max knows better.
Maxwell Unger has a secret. And when a mysterious girl comes to town, he might just have to start being brave again.

The time of the Owl Keeper, Gran would say, is coming soon.
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Teen Writing Group starting in June! 
A writing group just for teens will be meeting for 8 weeks through the summer beginning Tuesday, June 15, 2010. Learn writing tips and ideas. Share your poems, stories and essays. Learn the fine art of giving helpful feedback.  Group size is limited. Open to ages 13-18. Cost is $60 for the entire 8 weeks. Scholarships are available through the generous support of the Friends of the Library and The Jackpine Writers’ Bloc.  Interested writers should contact Cindie Ekren: 218-652-4257 cindiee@hotmail.com (put teen writing group in the subject box), or Jennifer Geraedts at Beagle Books 218-237-2665.

Book Group Picks

Sister Wolf Book Groups to Begin
The Wednesday morning Women's Group will start on May 26. We'll select books for the summer and discuss Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford. If you have suggestions for our reading this summer, e-mail Sally at sisterwolfbooks@arvig.com so she can have a copy of the book(s) you've suggested. La Pasta won't be open for breakfast the day of our first meeting. Sister Wolf can provide coffee. Would someone volunteer to bring something to share for a light breakfast? E-mail Sally if you can. Our second book will be The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget. Purchase your books at Sister Wolf or Beagle Books and receive 10% off. 
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The Thursday evening Women's Group will start on June 3. We'll select books for the summer and discuss Irereplacable by Stephen Lovely. If you have suggestions for our reading this summer, e-mail Sally at sisterwolfbooks@arvig.com so she can have a copy of the book(s) you've suggested.  Our second book will be Wolf At Twilight by Kent Nerburn. Purchase your books at Sister Wolf or Beagle Books and receive 10% off.
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The Faith Talk group will meet at 7 PM on June 16, July 21, and Aug. 18. The book for June will be Einstein's God by Krista Tippett.
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The Poetry Group will also continue this summer; more details on that later as well.

Beagle Books Womens Book Group
Saturday, May 8th at 10AM:

The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget $13.95
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*This will be our last book discussion until the fall. Please be sure to attend Sister Wolf’s book groups this summer!

Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, May 18th at 8AM:

Blind Your Ponies by Stanley Gordon West $16 
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Park Rapids Friends of the Library Book Group

Friday, May 21st at 10:30AM at the library:

Neither Wolf Nor Dog by Kent Nerburn $15
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Blue Stocking Society Book Club (closed group)

May 12th:

Beyond the Mirror by Marlene Jezierski 
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