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Happy St. Patrick’s!

[image: image1.jpg]Eeprecﬁu‘un in

; Ezta Winfer






[image: image2.jpg]L

LR 2
Mary Bopa ©stiofne aftNatalie Pope Boyce




Mary Pope Osborne’s latest Magic Tree House book and nonfiction companion book

Lois Greiman Signing

Author Lois Greiman will be at Beagle Books signing her books on Tuesday, March 23rd from 11:30-12:30. Greiman will also be doing a program with the Headwaters Center for Lifelong Learning at Northwoods Bank from 1-2:30 that day, and Beagle will be selling Greiman’s books there. Greiman writes both mysteries and romances.
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Featured Title



         Born Under a Million Shadows by Andrea Busfield $14
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 A moving tale of the triumph of the human spirit amidst heartbreaking tragedy, told through the eyes of a charming, impish, and wickedly observant Afghan boy. The Taliban have withdrawn from Kabul’s streets, but the long shadows of their regime remain. In his short life, eleven-year-old Fawad has known more grief than 
most: his father and brother have been killed, his sister has been abducted, and Fawad and his mother, Mariya, must rely on the charity of parsimonious relatives to eke out a hand-to-mouth existence. 
Ever the optimist, Fawad hopes for a better life, and his dream is realized when Mariya finds a position as a housekeeper for a charismatic Western woman, Georgie, and her two foreign friends. The world of aid workers and journalists is a new one for Fawad, and living with the trio offers endless curiosities—including Georgie’s destructive relationship with the powerful Afghan warlord Haji Khan, whose exploits are legendary. Fawad grows resentful and worried, until he comes to learn that love can move a man to act in surprisingly good ways. But life, especially in Kabul, is never without peril, and the next calamity Fawad must face is so devastating that it threatens to destroy the one thing he thought he could never lose: his love for his country.

Midwest Connections Picks
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     March Picks:

Tiny Pilot CD by Michael Perry and the Long Beds $11.99





[image: image8.jpg]


 CD?? Yep, that’s right, for the first time ever, one of the Midwest Connections Picks is a CD! Michael Perry is the author of Population 485, Truck: A Love Story, and Coop. Readers of Perry’s books will definitely recognize some bits. Come in to Beagle and take a listen to the CD!

The House of Tomorrow by Peter Bognanni $24.95
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 Sebastian Prendergast lives in a geodesic dome with his eccentric grandmother, who homeschooled him in the teachings of futurist philosopher R. Buckminster Fuller. But when his grandmother has a stroke, Sebastian is forced to leave the dome and make his own way in town. 

Jared Whitcomb is a chain-smoking sixteen-year-old heart-transplant recipient who befriends Sebastian, and begins to teach him about all the things he has been missing, including grape soda, girls, and Sid Vicious. They form a punk band called The Rash, and it's clear that the upcoming Methodist Church talent show has never seen the likes of them. Wholly original, The House of Tomorrow is the story of a young man's self-discovery, a dying woman's last wish, and a band of misfits trying desperately to be heard.

Lamb Bright Saviors by Robert Vivian $22.95
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 Lamb Bright Saviors begins as an apocalyptically inclined itinerant preacher staggers across the Nebraska prairie. With his young assistant, Mady, in tow hauling a wagon 
stacked with bibles, it’s not long before the 
preacher finds he’s come to the final fulfillment of his self-proclaimed life’s work: to die in front of a group of strangers. Odd as his own end-of-days might be, the lives and struggles of the 
strangers attending this deathbed scene are even odder. As the dying preacher unleashes a barrage of hallucinatory ramblings and rantings in the hope of imparting wisdom, each ragtag member of this unlikely congregation must reckon with his or her own dark past. And, through it all, the irrepressible Mady lends the preacher’s strange performance a surprising and unforgettable dignity and humor.

Staff Picks




           

Gail:
The New Frugality: How to Consume Less, Save More, and Live Better by Chris Farrell $24
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AS HEARD ON PUBLIC RADIO




 If you’re an NPR listener, you’ve heard of this!!
Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski $16.99

Hotel du Lac by Anita Brookner $13.95
Cindie:
Finding Water: The Art of Perserverance by Julia Cameron $16.99
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Past Lives, Present Dreams: How to Use Reincarnation for Personal Growth by Denise Linn $12
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Linda: 

 Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese $15.95
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 Linda says: Loved it, all 541 pages of it! A critic has described this amazing book far better than I could, saying that Abraham Verghese has said that his ambition in writing Cutting for Stone was to “tell a great story, an old-fashioned, truth-telling story.”  An epic novel that spans continents and generations, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal, compassion and redemption, exile and home that unfolds across five decades in India, Ethiopia, and America. 
 
The main characters, Shiva and Marion, are left at birth by their parents, a nurse/nun and a surgeon stationed in Ethiopia.  The story spans the lives of the twins, who grow up to be doctors themselves, and slowly unwraps the stories of the lives of their parents, the medical couple who raise them and train them and the extended family of servants who are an important part of their lives.  It also tells the story of the political upheavals which took place in Ethiopia during the early to mid-1900s.  
 
This is a book that will keep you up reading late into the night, and I closed the book after the final 540-some pages with sadness as I never wanted the story to end.
Jennifer: 




          The Hooked X by Scott F. Wolter
$18.95
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 Jennifer says: I recently saw a two 
hour program on the History Channel called Holy Grail in America. The program opens with the tale of the Kensington Rune Stone, discovered in Kensington, Minnesota by a Scandinavian farmer in 1898. One of the key experts in the History Channel program is geologist Scott F. Wolter, of Chanhassen, Minnesota. I couldn’t resist learning more, so I ordered Wolter’s book!
          Stargazer by Patrick Carman on audio $28.95 Jennifer says: I’ve been taking my time working my way through this young adult series, savoring each book, so I don’t usually read titles in the series back to back, but the last one I read, literally ended with TO BE CONTINUED. And just after the characters reached an exciting place! I’m such a sucker for cliff-hangers…   
     Memory Boy by Will Weaver $6.99
   Jennifer says: I started reading this the day I spent at Nevis School for the Will Weaver events. I’ve had a hard time putting it down!! I can see why this is such a hot seller.     
Sally:

Every Day in Tuscany: Seasons of an Italian Life  by Frances Mayes  $29.95 

[image: image17.jpg]FRANCES MAYES

Author of UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN



 Sally says: The author of Under the Tuscan Sun, now retired from teaching, lives half of each year in her home in Tuscany. This book is about her present life in Italy. As in previous books, she extols the beauty of the land and the 
great food. She goes beyond that, in this book, to explore art, her spirituality, and one incident which dramatically demonstrated the cultural differences between rural Italy and the United States. The book is beautifully written, very engaging--and includes recipes! 

Norwegian Wood by Haruki Murakami $14.95

Sally says: This coming of age novel, set in Japan in 1968, explores the life of Toru, a quiet, serious, and lonely college student whose best friend committed suicide a number of years earlier. I discussed the book in a mixed age group. People who remembered the Beatles
song, "Norwegian Wood" seemed to resonate more with the themes of the book than the younger people present. 
Youth Yak 
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Here are the latest Midwest Connections Picks for Kids!:

In a Heartbeat by Loretta Ellsworth $16.99

[image: image19.jpg]LORETTA ELLSWORTH



When a small mistake costs sixteen-year-old Eagan her life during a figure-skating competition, she leaves many things un-reconciled, including her troubled relationship with her mother. From her vantage point in the afterlife, Eagan reflects back on her memories, and what she could have done differently, through her still-beating heart. When fourteen-year-old Amelia learns she will be getting a heart transplant, her fear and guilt battle with her joy at this new chance at life. And afterwards when she starts to feel different—dreaming about figure skating, craving grape candy—her need to learn about her donor leads her to discover and explore Eagan’s life, meeting her grieving loved ones and trying to bring the closure they all need to move on.

Bag in the Wind by Ted Kooser $17.99
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 One cold morning in early spring, a bulldozer pushes a pile of garbage around a landfill and uncovers an empty plastic bag -- a perfectly good bag, the color of the skin of a yellow onion, with two holes for handles -- that someone has thrown away. Just then, a puff of wind lifts the rolling, flapping bag over a chain-link fence and into the lives of several townsfolk -- a can-collecting girl, a homeless man, a store owner -- not that all of them notice. Renowned poet Ted Kooser fashions an understated yet compassionate world full of happenstance and connection, neglect and care, all perfectly expressed in Barry Root’s tender illustrations. True to the book’s earth-friendly spirit, it is printed on paper containing 100 percent recycled post-consumer waste and includes an author’s note on recycling plastic bags.
The Buddy Files books by Dori Hillestad Butler $14.99 each **Published by the same publisher as Boxcar Children Mysteries!
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The Case of the Lost Boy:
While searching for his mysteriously lost human family, Buddy the dog is adopted by another family and helps solve the mystery of their missing boy.
  
The Case of the Mixed Up Mutts:
While attending obedience class with his new humans, Buddy the dog helps solves a mystery involving two pugs that were switched at the dog park.
The Case of the Missing Family:
Buddy has settled in with his adopted family, but he still misses his original people. When he sees a van taking things out of his old home, he decides to make a daring journey to find his original owners.

These past Midwest Connections Picks titles are coming out in paperback this month!:

Mudville by Kurtis Scaletta $7.99
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 **Recommended by Sally and Jennifer

Savvy by Ingrid Law $7.99
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Book Group Picks
Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Saturday, March 13th at 10AM:

Girls From Ames by Jeffrey Zaslow 

$26 hardcover, $16 paperback (due out April 6th)
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Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, March 16th at 8AM:

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese $15.95
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Herding Chickens Book Group

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen $13.95
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Wesley UMC Study Group
The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach about Jesus's Final Days in Jerusalem by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan $13.99
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UND Bookstore Group
Certain Girls by Jennifer Weiner $15
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Sally’s New Friends in Grand Forks Women's Group
The English Major by Jim Harrison $14
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