[image: image49.jpg]


[image: image50.jpg]


[image: image51.emf]

Upcoming Events
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Taste of Dorset!
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The Taste of Dorset, Dorset's annual festival is Sunday, August 2, 11AM-3PM. Come to Dorset for great food and music! There will be games for kids and rides in a horse-drawn wagon. At Sister Wolf, we're getting into the fun with signings by two local authors. Jim Probestle will sign The Absence of Danger and Dennis Leger will sign Milkman. In addition, Cari Johnson will have a trunk show of the beautiful glass jewelry you've admired all summer in the store. Make life easy for yourself--park at Dorset Corner or along Highway 226 and ride the shuttle into town.
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Kirsten Jacobson Stasney and Paul Heeren signings
Kirsten Jacobson Stasney, author of Thy Father’s Will, and Paul Heeren, author of Painted Faces  will be at Beagle Books on Saturday, August 15th signing copies of their books.
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Jess Lourey signings

One of our favorite Minnesota mystery writers, Jess Lourey, will be doing signings at both our stores on Saturday, August 22nd. She’ll be at Beagle Books from 12 -1:30 and Sister Wolf Books from 2:00 – 3:00. We’ll have copies of her newest book, September Fair, as well as Lourey’s first four books.
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Recent Events
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4th of July Pie Baking Contest Auction Library Fundraiser

Congratulations to Sheila Moe, who won Best in Show with “Mother’s Rhubarb Pie”!

The pie auction brought in $900 for the Park Rapids library.

Below is a picture of our esteemed judges, from left to right: Helen Peterson, Will Weaver, Tom Geraedts

[image: image14.jpg]



Chef John Michael Lerma was unable to join us since he suffered a heart attack on July 3rd. He is home now, but please keep John Michael in your thoughts and prayers.
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Leif Enger & Deb Lund signing
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Lauraine Snelling Brunch & Signing
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For Fun

Tom Campbell and friends of The Regulator Bookshop in Durham, North Carolina, have created a campy, fun 1940s newsreel-style video with a serious message: Shopping local is green. The spot, "Just Around the Corner," uses archival and newly shot video to dramatize how a book shipped from an Internet retailer rather than bought at a local bookstore ups the carbon load in the environment significantly. Check it out! (Either click on the hyper-linked text above or visit www.sisterwolfbooks.com )

Midwest Connections Picks
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August Picks are:

While I’m Falling by Laura Moriarty
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Jen says: One of the most attractive things to me in a book is authentic voice. I don’t need a lot of action or description of the landscape, but I do need to believe the characters I’m reading. Moriarty nailed it twice for me in While I’m Falling with two different characters: Veronica, a junior in college and her mother, Natalie. I found myself thinking, Yes, yes, yes! in recognition of these characters’ thoughts and actions (good and bad). For a book about growing up on the inside, whether you’re 20-something or 40-something, read While I’m Falling.

In While I’m Falling, Laura Moriarty presents a compelling depiction of how one young woman’s life changes when her family breaks up for good.

Ever since her parents announced that they’re getting divorced, Veronica has been falling. Hard. A junior in college, she has fallen in love. She has fallen behind in her difficult coursework. She hates her job as counselor at the dorm, and she longs for the home that no longer exists. When an attempt to escape the pressure, combined with bad luck, lands her in a terrifying situation, a shaken Veronica calls her mother for help-only to find her former foundation too preoccupied to offer any assistance at all.

But Veronica only gets to feel hurt for so long. Her mother shows up at the dorm with a surprising request-and with the elderly family dog in tow. Boyfriend complications ensue, along with her father’s sudden interest in dating. Veronica soon finds herself with a new set of problems, and new questions about love and independence.

Darkly humorous, beautifully written, and filled with crystalline observations about how families fall apart, While I’m Falling takes a deep look at the relationship between a daughter and a mother when one is trying to grow up and the other is trying to stay afloat.

Missing Mark by Julie Kramer
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 Jen says: Does the name Julie Kramer ring a bell? Kramer won the 2009 Minnesota Book Award in the genre category for her first book, Stalking Susan, now in paperback.

When Riley Spartz sees a want ad reading “Wedding Dress for Sale: Never Worn,” her news instincts tell her the back-story might make an intriguing television sweeps piece.

The groom, Mark, last seen at the rehearsal dinner, never showed up for the wedding, humiliating his bride, Madeline-and her high-strung, high-society mother-in front of 300 guests. His own mother, eager to spare him further embarrassment, waited weeks before filing a missing-person report, and then learned how difficult it is to get police, or the media, interested in missing men.

Now Riley is up against a boss who thinks finding a famed missing fish will net the station higher ratings, a meth cartel trying to assassinate a K-9 dog because of his powerful nose for drugs, and a neighbor who holds perpetual garage sales that attract traffic at odd hours.

When her missing-person case leads to a murder investigation, Riley discovers a startling motive for Mark’s disappearance-and a TV exclusive guaranteed to win the ratings…if she lives to report it. 

Staff Picks




        Brian:      




          God is Dead by Ron Currie Jr. $14
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          City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau $5.99

Hannah:




          The Blue Notebook by James Levine $23
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Hannah says: The story and subject matter is very difficult but it has beauty in the writing. 
        

           Middlemarch by George Eliot 

           Titan’s Curse by Rick Riordan $7.99

Jody:

Blink by Malcolm Gladwell $15.99
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Linda: 

The Great Man by Kate Christensen $14.95
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The Moonflower Vine by Jetta Carleton $14.99
Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger $23.99 *20% discount at Sister Wolf Books and Beagle Books on this title

Rhoda:                                               
            

Dearly Departed script Rhoda says: Laughter, tears, good southern humor - what more could a person ask for?  Actually, this reader recommends a person see the action with their very own eyes at Long Lake Theater in August.  

Rhoda will be in Long Lake Theater’s production of Dearly Departed in August – don’t miss it!
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Sum: Forty tales from the Afterlife by David Eagleman. Rhoda says: Short vignettes that will make you think about how you live, while also making you laugh (and just may ruffle a few feathers).
 
Cindie:

Repetition: Past Lives, Life, and Rebirth by Doris Eliana Cohen $15.95
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Gail:



Plain Sense of Things by Pamela Carter Joern $18.95
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The author will join us for Sister Wolf Books Womens Thursday Evening Book Group on Aug. 6th!
Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich $14.99
Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger Gail says: What a fun evening [to have Enger join us for book group]. He did not disappoint!
Leaving Church by Barbara Brown Taylor $14.99

Jennifer:       

Rooftops of Tehran by Mahbod Seraji $15
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 Jen says: Wonderful book, set in Iran in the 1970s, a place I’ve never read about in a novel. Despite sad events, the author has infused the story with a lot of humor as well. There’s a mystery lurking that I’m anxious to see the resolution. I’m hoping my winter book group will want to discuss this one!

Sally:

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford on audio $39.95
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 Sally says: I'm listening to the audio book, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, 
by Jamie Ford. It's a wonderful book about first love, fate, and resiliency. Henry, a Chinese boy and Keiko, a Japanese-American girl meet as scholarship students at an otherwise all-white school in Seattle. The book alternates between 1942 and 1986, shortly after the death of Henry's wife, Ethel. Someone recommended the book for this summer's book groups, but it was only available in hardcover. It will be out in paper back in November, priced at $15.00. And it would be a terrific book group pick!

The Wolf at Twilight by Kent Nerburn Sally says: 
I read a lot of Advance Reader's Copies, but I generally don't mention them in this space. 
However, I'm currently reading Kent Nerburn's new book, The Wolf at Twilight, which will be in our catalog this fall, and I want to alert you to the fact that the book is coming. The book continues the story begun in Neither Wolf nor Dog. Nerburn and Indian elder Dan embark on a journey into Dan's past, facing the painful legacy of Indian boarding schools as they search to discover the fate of Dan's sister, Yellow Bird, who disappeared from one of the schools. Nerburn has a reputation for being able to bridge Native and non-Native cultures. If you have read Nerburn's earlier works, you'll want to read this beautifully told book. If you're not familiar with Nerburn's writing, this book will be a good place to start.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Youth Yak
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Three more titles have been announced as Kids’ Midwest Connections Picks!

For young adults:

Shiver by Maggie Stiefvater
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Grace has spent years watching the wolves in the woods behind her house. One yellow-eyed wolf-her wolf-watches back. He feels deeply familiar but she doesn’t know why.

 Sam has lived two lives. In the cold winter months, he is a wolf, keeping the silent company of his pack and keeping careful watch over the girl he loves. And then, for a short time each year when the weather is warm enough, he is human, never daring to talk to Grace… until now.

 For Grace and Sam, love has always been kept at a distance. But now it cannot be denied. Sam must fight to stay human-and Grace must fight to keep him-even if it means taking on the scars of the past, the fragility of the present, and the impossibility of the future.

For Kids 5-6 years old:


        Corn by Gail Gibbons $6.95
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This very colorful book gives a fun history of corn. The simple text will keep kids engaged until the end of the book. 

The Longest Night by Marion Dane Bauer, illustrated by Ted Lewin $17.95
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Jen says: A beautiful, wonderful book!

The snow lies deep. All through the forest, animals long for dawn’s warmth on the longest night of the year. Strong and clever creatures boast that only they can bring back the sun. But the wind knows better. It will take a tiny and gentle creature to summon a new day. (Holiday House).

"What I hope children will take away from this book is hope itself, the understanding that the least of us can 'bring back the sun,' however ordinary our songs may seem."—Marion Dane Bauer

"I'd like readers to experience a sense of the solitude, mystery, and beauty of the night woods, and the usually unseen creatures who leave their tracks in the snow." —Ted Lewin

Book Group Picks
Beagle Books:

The Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, August 18th at 8AM to discuss China Road: A Journey Into the Future of a Rising Power by Rob Gifford $17. 
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Faith Talk – Pastor Gary Walpole will lead a discussion of The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith by Timothy Keller ($19.95) at Beagle Books on August 25th at 7PM. [image: image40.jpg]THE
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*Don’t forget we offer a 20% discount on hard covers for book groups. 

The Beagle Women’s Book Group has taken the summer off –- we’ll reconvene in September. 
Sister Wolf Books

Wednesday Morning Womens Group:

8/12 @ 9AM

Still Alice by Lisa Genova $15
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8/26 @ 9AM

The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery $15
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Thursday Evening Womens Group:

8/6 @ 7PM:

The Plain Sense of Thing by Pamela Carter Joern $18.95
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*The author will join us!!
8/20 @ 7PM:

The Windows of Brimnes by Bill Holm $15
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Poetry:

8/5 @ 9 AM

Good Poems for Hard Times selected by Garrison Keillor $16
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Faith Talk:

8/28 @ 7:00 PM

The Heart of Christianity by Marcus J. Borg Taylor $14.95
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A Moment of Nepotism
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Our cutest bookseller[image: image48.jpg]
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