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Bittersweet September

September is what Sally calls the Bittersweet Month. The end of Sister Wolf’s season is coming to a close, but we have the annual fall trade show to look forward to. This is where we attend educational sessions, meet authors, talk with other booksellers, meet authors, share ideas, and Jen’s favorite – meet authors. It’s literally Bookseller Heaven. The last day Sister Wolf Books will be open in 2008 is September 21st. Check out the annual End of Season sale! Make sure you come in to chat with staff, relax in a comfy chair, and/or enjoy a yummy treat from the coffee bar before we close the doors!

Events!
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Attention Cork O’Connor fans! The next book in William Kent Krueger’s Cork series is out! And of course, the best way to welcome this new installment is to host a visit with the author!  Kreuger will be at Beagle Books signing his books on Friday, September 5th at 1:00. If you have yet to discover Krueger’s books, come in to either Sister Wolf or Beagle Books, 

pull up a comfy chair, and get started. Once you’re hooked on Iron Lake (book one of the series), you’ll want to come meet the author himself. He’s honestly one of the nicest authors that have graced us with his presence (despite the fact that he writes crime-laden mysteries).
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On Saturday, September 6th at 12:00 PM, author Spike Carlsen will be at Beagle Books signing A Splintered History of Wood: Belt Sander Races, Blind Woodworkers, and Baseball Bats. Spike’s wooden cowboy hat alone is worth the trip. Sally and Jen had a chance to meet Spike at a booksellers event this last spring and we thought you would (or should I say “wood”) like to meet him too! Get an early start on your holiday shopping for the woodworkers, carpenters, and wood enthusiasts in your life.
More info on both of these books follows since both are Midwest Connections Picks for September!
Midwest Connections Picks
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September Picks:

The Plain Sense of Things by Pamela Carter Joern
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(Pamela Carter Joern is also the author of The Floor of the Sky.) 

The Plain Sense of Things tells the stories of three generations of a western Nebraska family. These tales of sorrow and hope are connected by the sinews of need and flawed love that keep families together. A farm wife struggles to support her children after the death of her second husband; a young woman grapples with the shift from girlhood to motherhood; World War II wreaks havoc on those left behind; and a failing farmstead breaks a family’s heart. Amid hardship and change, these interwoven stories illuminate the resilience and dignity—and the subtle sweetness—of a life lived in clear view of the plain sense of things. (Bison Books)
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20% off any one book.

Red Knife by William Kent Krueger
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Moved to write this book by the Red Lake school shootings, Krueger says this has been one of his hardest books to write.

When the daughter of a powerful businessman dies as a result of her meth addiction, her father, vows revenge. His target is the Red Boyz, a gang of Ojibwe youths accused of supplying the girl's fatal drug dose. When the head of the Red Boyz and his wife are murdered in a way that suggests 

execution, the Ojibwe gang mobilizes, and the citizens of Tamarack County brace themselves for war, white against red. Both sides look to Cork O’Connor, a man of mixed heritage, to uncover the truth behind the murders. In Red Knife, Krueger gives his readers a vivid picture of racial conflict in small-town America, as well as a sensitive look at the secrets we keep from even those closest to us and the destructive nature of all that is left unsaid between fathers and sons, husbands and wives, friends and lovers. (Simon & Schuster).

A Splintered History of Wood: Belt Sander Races, Blind Woodworkers, and Baseball Bats by Spike Carlsen                       
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In a world without wood, we wouldn't have had the fire, heat, and shelter that allowed us to expand into the colder regions of the planet. If civilization somehow did develop, our daily lives still would be vastly different: there would be no violins, baseball bats, chopsticks, or wine corks. The book you are now holding wouldn't exist. 

At the same time, many of us are removed from the world where wood is shaped and celebrated every day. That world is inhabited by a unique assortment of eccentric craftsmen and passionate enthusiasts who have created some of the world's most beloved musical instruments, feared weapons, dazzling architecture, sacred relics, and bizarre forms of transportation. 
In A Splintered History of Wood, Spike Carlsen has uncovered the most outlandish characters and examples, from world-champion chainsaw carvers to blind woodworkers, the Miraculous Staircase to the Lindbergh kidnapping case, and many more, in a passionate and personal exploration of nature's greatest gift. (Harper Collins).

Staff Reads                                                    

Brian-                                                                  Iodine by Haven Kimmel
[image: image9.jpg]Haven Kimmel

1 xew rork rimes sestselling author of

A girl Named zippy




Gail-                                                               

All that Matters by Jan Goldstein
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Gail says: Jennifer Stempler has nothing left to lose: The love of her life has dumped her, her mother died in a senseless car accident, and her famous father has started a brand-new family-with no room in it for her. She tries a lethal combination of Xanax and tequila, but she can't get that right either.  Jennifer's depression is no match for her irrepressible grandmother who refuses to let her granddaughter self-destruct.  This is a great book for teens and adults.

The $64 Tomato by William Alexander
Gail says: This is how one man nearly lost his sanity, spent a fortune, and endured an existential crisis in the quest for the perfect garden. This is a humorous read great for relaxing between canning corn and tomatoes 

from our gardens.
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                                                      The Artist’s Way: A Spiritual Path to Higher Creativity by Julia Cameron                      
Hannah-                                                             After Hours at the Almost Home by Tara Yellen               [image: image12.jpg]AAAAAAAAAA



                                               Possible Side Effects by Augusten Buroughs                                                     Charlotte's Web by E.B. White
Black Ships Before Troy by Rosemary Sutcliff
Nick & Nora's Infinite Playlist by Rachel Cohn and David Levithan                                          Hannah says: This is one of my new favorite young adult novels. Just a little caution -- it is slightly inappropriate and chock-full of bad words BUT it is a really great story about moving on and taking chances.                                         
                                                                      Jennifer-                                                                                                      The Man in the Blizzard by Bart Schneider [image: image13.jpg]......




The Artist’s Way: A Spiritual Path to Higher Creativity by Julia Cameron      
Sally-                                                                Home by Marilynne Robinson
[image: image14.jpg]


 

The Yiddish Policeman's Union by Michael Chabon on audio

Linda-                                                             Fall to Grace by Kerry Casey
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Copper River by William Kent Krueger
Rhoda-                                                            The Sound of Language by Amulya Malladi [image: image16.jpg]AMULYA MALLADI
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 Rhoda says: This is a very interesting novel of an Afghanistan woman who flees the Taliban to live in Denmark.  While learning the Danish language, she works as an apprentice beekeeper to a recently widowed Dane.  The story interweaves the impact of cultural differences on relationships and also ties in the relationships of bees and their colonies.
Youth Yak                                                         If you haven’t discovered Judy Sierra, NOW is the time! She’s recently released new two charming childrens books: Born to Read and Beastly Rhymes.
[image: image17.jpg]




[image: image18.jpg]ES,

[ASAr@s

i
i
=ty
doe
3.

e





Judy Sierra’s Born to Read is about Sam, a boy who loves to read. His love of reading saves him from an unnecessary operation, helps him win a bike race, and rescues his town from a giant. He tells his fellow townsfolk, “Readers can do anything!” Beastly Rhymes, as you might well guess, is a book of children’s poetry. With a fuzzy cover and filled with fun poems, this makes a great Halloween (or “just-cause”) little book gift!
Now available is Sandra Boynton’s new Pookie book!

[image: image19.jpg]Let’s Dance,
Little Pookie

by Sandra Boynton




In board book format, Boynton has again captured the love and power of music and dancing. Little Pookie is back with a song in his heart and a dance in his whole body.

Beagle Books Book Group Reminders

Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On September 16th, they’ll discuss Shelter Half by Carol Bly.
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The Beagle Books Women’s Group will re-assemble this month! Our next gathering will be Thursday, September 18th at 7:00. We’ll be discussing Run by Ann Patchett.
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Sister Wolf Books Book Group Reminders

The Women’s Thursday evening group meets every other Thursday at 7PM. On September 4th, they’ll discuss The Used World by Haven Kimmel
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Joint Potluck for Women’s Book Groups:

On September 17th, they’ll discuss Fall to Grace by Kerry Casey. Call Sister Wolf Books at 732-7565 for details.
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The Faith Talk Group will meet in September on Tuesday, September 9th at 7PM. The group is led by Pastor Gary Walpole. Suggested readings include: The Great Awakening by Jim Wallis, Souled Out by E.J. Dionne Jr., and God and Empire by John Dominic Crossan. It’s not necessary to buy or read these books to participate in the group.[image: image24.jpg]
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