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Midwest Booksellers Association Trade Show
We are just back from our annual trade show for independent booksellers! At the show, we attend educational workshops, network with other booksellers, meet with publishing reps, and meet authors. In a nutshell, it’s bookseller heaven. The highlight for Sally and Jen this year was an opportunity to share a table and a meal at the Authors Dinner with Leif Enger! Come in to Beagle and see all the wonderful new books we acquired at the Trade Show! [image: image1.jpg]



Jen, Leif Enger, and Sally

This year, we were allowed to bring librarians, so we asked Becky, the Park Rapids Area Library manager to join us!
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Cindie, Hannah, Linda, Sally, Gail, Becky, and Jen
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Jen with young adult author, John Green
Midwest Connections Picks
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We are blessed with five this month!

October Picks: 
A Cook’s Journey: Slow Food in the Heartland by Chef Kurt Michael Friese                       
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Note from Jen: Stone Soupers and fans of Animal, Vegetable, Miracle – this book is a must! We  loca-vores are not alone! The author tours the reader around the Midwest from everything from farms to restaurants to even a school, all devoted to local food.
                                                                          Join Chef Kurt Michael Friese as he travels through our nation’s Heartland. The world’s culinary heritages have always been located in the heart of a nation’s grain belt, whether it be France, Italy, India, or Germany. The Heartland of the United States is full of fascinating, varied and healthy food stories: breweries, heirloom seeds, remarkable Chefs and restaurants, farmer’s markets, cheeses and much more! Discover the “slow” foods of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska ... thirteen states in all. 

Driftless by David Rhodes
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Home to a few hundred people yet absent from state maps, Words, Wisconsin, would appear to be a town left behind by the march of time. But in this place of seeming inactivity, life teems in vibrant and complex relationships that are anything but simple or mundane. 

The story emerges from an array of characters. Cora and Graham guard their dairy farm, and family, from the mendacious schemes of their milk co-operative. Olivia, a lifelong paraplegic, suddenly regains the use of her legs, only to find herself crippled by a futile anger she feels toward Violet, her sister and caretaker. The recently-retired Rusty finds a cougar living in his haymow, haunting him like a childhood memory. A woman of conflicting impulses, Winifred, takes over as pastor of the Friends church and stumbles upon enlightenment where she never expected it. 

                                                                       And July Montgomery, both intensely private and gregarious, instigates a series of events that run counter to the tendencies of solitude and suspicion in small towns.

In this place where private experiences do not remain private, where characters within the psyche’s dark theater are mirrored in the community, Driftless opens a window onto an ephemeral time in our history, an intimate and unsentimental portrait of an oft-forgotten way of life.

Thank You for All Things by Sandra Kring
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At twelve, Lucy Marie McGowan already knows she’ll be a psychologist when she grows up. And her quirky and conflicted family provides plenty of opportunity for her to practice her calling. Now Lucy, her “profoundly gifted” twin brother, Milo, her commitment-phobic mother, and her New Age grandmother are leaving Chicago for 
Timber Falls, Wisconsin, to care for her dying grandfather—a complex and difficult man whose failure as a husband and father still painfully echoes down through the years. Lucy believes her time in the rural town where the McGowan story began will provide a key piece to the puzzle of her family’s broken past, and perhaps even reveal the truth about her own missing father. But what she discovers is so much more—a lesson about the paradoxes of love and the grace of forgiveness that the adults around her will need help in remembering if their family is ever to find peace and embrace the future.
Old Farm: A History by Jerry Apps
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(Psst! Fabulous holiday-gift idea ()

One of the Midwest’s best-loved authors tells the story of his land, from the last great glacier that dug out its valleys and formed its hills, to his own family’s forty-year relationship with the beloved 
farm they call Roshara.  In this quiet but epic tale, Apps describes the Native Americans who 
lived on the land for hundreds of years—tapping the maple trees and fishing the streams and lakes—as well as the first white settlers who tilled its sandy acres, ploughing the native grasses that grew taller than their teams of oxen.  For all their work, the farm proved tough to tame.  Hardscrabble farming methods—and hard luck—often brought failure, not success.

Downtown Owl by Chuck Klosterman
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Somewhere in North Dakota, there is a town called Owl that isn't there. Disco is over, but punk never happened. They don't have cable. They don't really have pop culture, unless you count grain prices and alcoholism. People work hard and then they die. They hate the government and impregnate teenage girls. But that's not nearly as awful as it sounds; in fact, 
                                                                      sometimes it's perfect. 

Mitch Hrlicka lives in Owl. He plays high school football and worries about his weirdness, or lack thereof. Julia Rabia just moved to Owl. She gets free booze and falls in love with a self-loathing bison farmer who listens to Goats Head Soup. Horace Jones has resided in Owl for seventy-three years. He consumes a lot of coffee, thinks about his dead wife, and understands the truth. They all know each other completely, except that they've never met. 
                                                                     Like a colder, Reagan-era version of The Last Picture Show fused with Friday Night Lights, Chuck Klosterman's Downtown Owl is the unpretentious, darkly comedic story of how it feels to exist in a community where rural mythology and violent reality are pretty much the same thing. Loaded with detail and unified by a (very real) blizzard, it's technically about certain people in a certain place at a certain time...but it's really about a problem. And the problem is this: What does it mean to be a normal person? And there is no answer. But in Downtown Owl, what matters more is how you ask the question.           
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Staff Reads                                                    Bob-                                                              Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar by Thomas Cathcart  
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Brian-                                                                  1984 by William Golding
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Cindie-                                                             Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger                                                     [image: image14.jpg]


                                                      Thank You for All Things by Sandra Kring 
Jennifer-                                                          Away by Amy Bloom                                [image: image15.jpg]NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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 The Artist’s Way: A Spiritual Path to Higher Creativity by Julia Cameron                     In the Woods by Tana French on audio
Gail-                                                               

A Pocketful of Names by Joe Coomer
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Gail says: This is a story of an artist living alone on an island.  Her solitude is first interrupted by a drowning dog and then by a young boy escaping troubles at home. There is mystery and a surprise!

The Anne of Green Gables series by L.M. Montgomery
Hannah-                                                   Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary                     [image: image17.jpg]RAMONA THE PES'I'
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The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader by C.S. Lewis
The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
Milicent Min, Girl Genius by Lisa Yee
Sword of the Rightful King by Jane Yolen
Tales of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
The Two Princesses of Bamarre  by Gail Carson Levine
Sally-                                                                Brisingr by Christopher Paolini                [image: image18.jpg]BRISINGR
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The Book of Air and Shadows by Michael Gruber on audio
Youth Yak
by Jen
This month I read the Children’s Midwest Booksellers Award winner as well as the Honor book. Both are great middle grade reads!

Little Klein by Anne Ylvisaker
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Looking for the best next boy and his dog book? Look no further, it’s Little Klein. Set in the late 1940s in an undisclosed location somewhere in Iowa or Minnesota is the Klein family. Dad, a salesman, is mostly absent, which leaves Mother Klein to tend to her four sons. The oldest three, the “Big” Kleins include Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Don’t let their biblical names fool you – they get in more trouble than Mother Klein can bear sometimes. The youngest, the runt of the litter, is Harold, better known as Little Klein. What about the dog, you ask? LeRoy, a stray who finds family with the Kleins and loves the Klein boys enough not to complain that his doghouse must be entered carefully due to the nails poking through the inside walls. Ylvisaker has drawn great characters and her narration is wonderful. Occasionally she uses unusual characters as narrators, such as the giant catfish in the nearby river. This is a gentle read with a great ending. I highly recommend this as a read-aloud.
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The Gollywhopper Games by Jody Feldman
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Author Jody Feldman once heard a fifth grader at her daughter’s school library ask the librarian for “something like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”. Feldman didn’t know of another, so she wrote her own and the result is The Gollywhopper Games, a modern day tale that will wow Chocolate Factory fans. Like Charlie, Gil is going through rough times. His dad has been falsely accused of stealing money from his former employer, Gollywhopper, which is the most famous toymaking company in the world. Like Willy Wonka, Gollywhopper has devised a special contest for children. Instead of looking for chocolate bars with golden tickets, children must look for golden wrappers in Gollywhopper toys. Unlike Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Gil and his competitors must face a number of challenges, relying on math and logic skills. Feldman has infused Gollywhopper Games with loads of these – see if you can figure them out before the characters do! Like Roald Dahl, Feldman finishes this tale with an over-the-top ending that is tons of fun.

Attention John Green fans! Check out Green’s latest book, Paper Towns! 
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Beagle Books Book Group Reminders
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Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On October 21st, they’ll discuss Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson.
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(Psst – for those of you who already read and love Petterson’s Horses, look for To Siberia, just released in the U.S.!)
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The Beagle Books Women’s Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6PM. On October 16th, they’ll discuss Away by Amy Bloom.
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The complete picks list through April is:

November 20 - Zookeeper's Wife
(no meeting in Dec)
January 15 - Bridge of Sighs
February 19 - Best of Friends
March 19 - Worst Thing I've Done
April 16 - Florist's Daughter
What is your book group reading this winter? Send us your reading list, and we’ll include it in a future newsletter.

Sally’s winter book group is reading: 

Nov. 13 – Famous Suicides from the Japanese Empire by David Mura

Dec. 11—Yellow Star by Jennifer Rozines Roy

Jan. 8 – Loving Frank by Nancy Horan
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