[image: image27.jpg]


[image: image28.emf]

HERE COMES SUMMER!

Sister Wolf is about to fling open her doors for another season, so you’re wondering…WHEN???

May 8th.

Sister Wolf will be open and ready to serve you both books and coffee for another season! Once again, SWB will have its legendary women’s book groups. The Wednesday AM group will have its first meeting on May 21st at 9AM to discuss Eight Women, Two Model Ts by Joanne Wilke – available now at Beagle Books. The Thursday evening group will have its first meeting on May 29th at 7PM to discuss Birth House by Ami McKay, also available at Beagle Books.
EVENTS!
by Jen
Stone Soup
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The very FIRST summer event will kick off on THURSDAY, MAY 1ST at 4:00 at Beagle Books. I’m talking about……….STONE SOUP! If you missed reading about this in last month’s newsletter (or if you’ve dodged being within hearing distance of Jen), here’s a brief recap: Inspired by the Kingsolver/Hopp family’s Animal, Vegetable, Miracle book, Stone Soup is our summer-long project devoted to the promotion of eating local. It’s going to be a ton of fun, so don’t even think about missing it. If you can’t make the first meeting, let us know either by phone (218-237-2665) or email (beagle-books@comcast.net).
Signings
Steven Keillor’s original date for a signing was canceled due to (do I have to say it?) snowstorm #2. For those of you currently out of state, we’ve had three snowstorms this April, and the only reason it’s been limited to three is we ran out of days in April. So! Keillor will be at Beagle Books on Friday, May 2nd to sign copies of Shaping Minnesota’s Identity: 150 Years of State History. Yes! This is an official Minnesota Sesquicentennial book. 
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Jason Durham, local writer, fishing guide, and kindergarten teacher will be at Beagle Books on Saturday, May 3rd at noon to sign copies of Protactics: Panfish. The book is targeted at readers 12 and older. Just in time for the fishing opener – assuming the ice is off the lakes, that is, Panfish is a must-get for the fishers in your family. 
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If you’ve never seen Jason’s Dock Talk column in the Enterprise and you’re wondering about his writing – check out the review he wrote for us this month below!
Book Reviews 
How to Fish by Chris Yates
Reviewed by Jason Durham
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Contrary to its title, How to Fish is not necessarily an instructional how-to book.  However, Yate’s rich descriptions of his personal angling experiences evoke vivid imagery for anyone who has ever wet a line.  Each chapter, appropriately titled “casts” aren’t separate entities, but smooth transitions throughout Yate’s tales of angling life along the river.  His words flow as smoothly as the water he fishes, each detail an eddy of diversity.

Yates advises, “… a fishing morning must begin slowly and, once the children have waved goodbye and peace has returned after the routine panic of lost shoes and unfinished homework, the first cup of tea cannot be hurried.”  How to Fish is a product of this thinking; a relaxed stroll through time along the banks of a river and a simple, philosophical approach to catching fish.

The reader won’t gain advanced angling knowledge from How to Fish, but instead leaves with an understanding of the sport’s surroundings and subtleties, the true reason anglers venture forth.

How to Fish is available at Beagle Books and Sister Wolf Books for $19.95 in hardcover.
For a book that is about how to catch a fish, especially panfish, check out Jason Durham’s own book, Protactics: Panfish.
Midwest Connections Picks
For those of you who regularly check out the Beagle Books webpage, you should have noticed a new link called Midwest Connections. (This will soon be on Sister Wolf’s website as well.) If you click on that link, it will take you to a page filled with well-written books that have special appeal to Midwesterners. These books are so good we want to make sure you know about them, so in addition to having them on the webpage, we’ll be presenting them to you in the newsletter each month! When you come to Sister Wolf Books and Beagle Books to shop, make sure you look for these books, stickered thusly:
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So here are May’s Midwest Connections Picks!: 
Sun Going Down by Jack Todd
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Sun Going Down follows the fortunes of Ebenezer Paint and his descendants — rough and tough individuals who are caught up in Civil War river battles, epic cattle drives through drought and blizzards, the horrors of Wounded Knee, the desperation of the dust bowl, and the prosperity of the roaring 1920s. A vibrant, unforgettable cast of characters peoples the page-turning plot: a grizzled Mississippi steamboat merchant, two horse-thieving brothers, five Annie Oakley-like sisters who can outride any cowboy, a half-Sioux bride who demands her new 
family claim her heritage, and a courageous daughter who defies her father and braves the West alone. Throughout their lives, the Paint family must battle both internal and external elements, and learn to live with spirit and wit. (Simon & Schuster $26).

Miracle Letters of T. Rimberg by Geoff Herbach [image: image8.jpg]> ]



                                                     Having destroyed his life, the suicidal T. Rimberg strikes out on a journey through history and geography. From Minneapolis to Europe to a fiery accident near Green Bay, he searches for a father who is likely dead, digs for meaning where he’s sure there is none, fires off suicide letters to family, celebrities, presidents, and football stars, and lands in a hospital bed across from a priest who believes that Rimberg has caused a miracle. This funny, moving novel asks us to consider the nature of second chances and the unexpected form that grace sometimes takes. (Random House $14).
River of Heaven by Lee Martin                     [image: image9.jpg]


                                                         On an April evening in 1955, Dewey died on the railroad tracks outside Mt. Gilead, Illinois, and the mystery of his death still confounds the people of this small town. River of Heaven begins 
                                                                    some fifty years later and centers on the story of Dewey’s boyhood friend Sam Brady, whose solitary adult life is much formed by what really went on in the days leading up to that evening at the tracks. It’s a story he’d do anything to keep from telling, but when his brother, Cal, returns to Mt. Gilead after decades of self-exile, it threatens to come to the surface. A Pulitzer Prize finalist for The Bright Forever, Lee Martin masterfully conveys, with a voice that is at once distinct and lyrical, one man’s struggle to come to terms with the outcome of his life. Powerful and captivating, River of Heaven is about the high cost of living a lie, the chains that bind us to our past, and the obligations we have to those we love. (Random House, $24).
So Brave, Young, and Handsome by Leif Enger

[image: image10.jpg]



This is the new novel by the author of Peace Like a River, and it was so worth the wait!! I’ve already ranted about this book in two previous newsletters, so I’ll resist the urge to do it again, but this really is a fabulous book.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.
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And the winners are……..!:
Children’s Literature
Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat by Lynne Jonell 
General Nonfiction
The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot by Charles Baxter 

Genre Fiction
Thunder Bay by William Kent Krueger 
Memoir & Creative Nonfiction
The Florist’s Daughter by Patricia Hampl 
Minnesota
Land of Amber Waters: 
The History of Brewing in Minnesota by Doug Hoverson 
Novel & Short Story
The Last Communist Virgin by Wang Ping 
Poetry
Willow Room, Green Door by Deborah Keenan 
Young Adult Literature
Defect by Will Weaver 
Readers’ Choice Award 
Farmer Cap by Jill Kalz 
Congratulations to the winners! Books/authors highlighted in blue are those that have visited Beagle Books!

Staff Reads
Cindie-
The Grown-up’s Guide to Running Away from Home by Rosanne Knorr
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Cindie says: “Loaded with tips and anecdotes about closing up the house and moving abroad. During spring snow storms, this book felt like wine and chocolate—taking the pain away!”

Pagan Christianity by Frank Viola and George Barna (recommended to Cindie by Pastor Andy!)

Gail-
Keeping Spiritual Balance as we Grow Older: More than 65 Creative Ways to a Meaningful Retirement by Molly and Bernie Srode
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Animal, Vegtable, Miracle by Kingsolvers/Hopp
A Journal of a Mississippi River Canoe Adventure by Jim and Carol Otremba 
Jennifer-

The Sorrows of an American by Siri Hustvedt
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The Bridge of Sighs by Richard Russo on audio
Brian-

Twilight by Stephenie Meyer
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Hannah-

East of Eden by John Steinbeck
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A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
Sally-
Eight Women, Two Model Ts and the American West  by Joanne Wilke
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The Bridge of Sighs by Richard Russo on audio

Rhoda-
Mistress of Spices by Chitra Divakaruni 
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Rhoda says: “wonderfully mystical story about the power of intention and spices (of course!)”
Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Virgin Blue (“about a woman transplanted from the US to France who ends up doing some unexpected genealogical research”) by Tracy Chevalier and The Lady and the Unicorn (“neat story involving a family of tapestry weavers”) also by Tracy Chevalier

Linda-
So Brave, Young and Handsome by Leif Enger
[image: image21.jpg]



The Third Angel by Alice Hoffman
The Jewel Trader of Pegu by Jeffrey Hantover

Youth Yak
by Jen
Little Hoot by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Jen Corace
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Not long ago, I received a copy of this book and I fell in love with it right away. I emailed my daughter’s kindergarten teacher saying, I’M IN LOVE WITH A NEW BOOK, WHEN CAN I COME READ TO YOUR STUDENTS????

Little Hoot is born into a family of owls. Owls stay up late; it’s just the way it is. But Little Hoot doesn’t want to stay up late; he wants to go to bed early. Despite his pleading, his parents insist he stay up late like other owls. His father even says he doesn’t give a HOOT what other families do, owls stay up late. Little Hoot grumbles that when he’s grown up, he’ll let his kids go to bed as early as they want.

It’s a great bedtime-reversal book that kids will love. I have the seal of approval from twenty kindergarten students!

FYI – We have Gallop! by Rufus Seder back in stock at Beagle Books, and Sister Wolf Books will have it too.
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Book Group Reminders
Sister Wolf Books Morning Group will meet Wednesday, May 21st to discuss Eight Women, Two Model Ts by Joanne Wilke and to pick books for the rest of the summer.
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Sister Wolf Books Evening Group will meet Thursday, May 29th to discuss Birth House by Ami McKay and to pick books for the rest of the summer.
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Beagle Books Second Thursday Group (Women’s Group) will NOT meet this summer. We’ll re-form in September.

Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On May 20th, they’ll be discussing Innocent Man by John Grisham.
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