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Happy New Year!
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Whew! Every January, I feel grateful to have survived the parade of holidays from my daughter Megan’s birthday, one week before Halloween, to New Year’s! I am especially thankful for the blessings of 2007, the greatest of which was the generosity of Deane and Jill Johnson, the former owners of Beagle Books.

Customer Service – You Betcha 
by Sally

Last month I spent several days at Beagle Books, helping out during the Christmas rush. One day a customer came in to get the next selection for her book group. She said the title of the book was “They Called Me Margaret,” the author’s first name was Ann, and Z was the first letter of her last name. Normally, that’s enough information to find a book, but I was stymied. We talked to several other members of the book group. No one could remember who had recommended the book, but they said it was about a woman who was on the Orphan Train and ended up living in Owatonna. A search on Google turned up 217,000 entries for Orphan Train, and no useful way to sort them. Next, Jen called the Owatonna public library and explained our dilemma. The librarian was familiar with the book—which is “They Named Me Marjorie,” authored by Ann Zemke. With that information, Jen was able to track down the book. It’s available from the author, who lives a few minutes from my home in Brooklyn Park! When Jen and her family came 
down for Christmas a few days later, she went to the author’s home and got several copies of the book. The members of the book group are now reading away.

I’m sharing this story to let you know that this is the kind of customer service you can expect at Beagle Books and Sister Wolf Books! We’re always glad to track down books for you—although we don’t always drive to an author’s home to get them!

Staff Changes

For the past three years, Lindsey has spent her summers working at Sister Wolf Books. This spring, Lindsey will graduate from Concordia and marry her longtime sweetheart, Brent. Lindsey will not be returning to Sister Wolf this summer, at least not as an employee. She better stop by from time to time! THANK YOU Lindsey for all the hard work you’ve done for Sister Wolf – all the alphabetizing, cleaning, and lattes!
While we’re sad to see Lindsey go, we welcome a new staff member to Sister Wolf this summer – Hannah Ekren! Hannah is a sophomore studying English Literature at Mankato State University. She accompanied us to the annual trade show last fall and we liked her so much, we asked her to come work at Sister Wolf in the summer of 2008 – welcome Hannah!

Minnesota Book Awards
2008 marks the 20 year anniversary of the Minnesota Book Awards. This year, someone we know has the honor of serving as a preliminary judge for the Memoir and Creative Nonfiction category (which is a lot more work than being a final round judge – 30+ books compared to 3!) To see who the nominees are for the 2008 awards, 
go to: http://www.thefriends.org/mba_nominees.html.
Winners of the 20th Annual Minnesota Book Awards will be announced at a gala celebration on Saturday, April 12, 2008. Tickets go on sale in February.
News for Writers

The Park Rapids area is blessed with the presence of the Jackpine Writers Bloc (JWB) group. Each year, the JWB calls for submissions for its annual publication of The Talking Stick. Judging for each category is done by selected Minnesota authors. There is a $500 prize for the best piece in each category. The deadline for submissions for the 2008 publication is March 1st. For details, contact Cindie at Beagle Books or go to www.jackpinewriters.com. 
Staff Reads
Chris-
The Senator's Wife by Sue Miller  
Chris says:“Preliminary review is excellent!!!!!!!!”;
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To Kill A Mockingbird by Lee Harper
Cindie-
Willow in a Storm by James Peter Taylor and Kathleen Murphy-Taylor;
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Speaking of Faith by Krista Tippett 
Gail-
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell;
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Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert
Hannah-
The Sweet Far Thing by Libba Bray
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Jennifer-
The Kitchen God’s Wife by Amy Tan on audio;
Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow by Jessica Day George
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At the trade show last fall, Sally asked a panel of publishing reps what they were currently excited about reading – the rep from Macmillan nearly burst in her excitement over this book and I can see why – it’s a great read! It’s a young adult adventure book based on a Norweigan legend.

Sally-
Run by Ann Patchett;
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Devil in the White City by Erik Larson on audio

Linda-
Little Heathens:  Hard Times and High Spirits on an Iowa Farm During the Great Depression by Mildred Armstrong Kalish Linda says: “I'm loving this book.  It's bringing back so many wonderful memories of life with my grandparents and aunts and uncles.” ;
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Run by Ann Patchett;
Candy Cane Murder by Johanna Fluke ;
The Worst Thing I've Done by Ursula Hegi;
The Choice by Nicholas Sparks on audio

Rhoda-
Breakfast With Buddha by Roland Merullo 
Rhoda says: “Fantastic!”;
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Peony in Love by Lisa See;

Wicked by Gregory Maguire on audio 


Youth Yak
by Jen

Every once in a while a trend appears that seems unlikely, for example – who knew penguins would become a HOT idea for a cool movie?

There appears to be a trend in young adult literature right now – believe it or not, there are currently three good books out that are based on either Norweigan history or Norweigan legend:

Klipfish Code by Mary Casanova, which was reviewed by Jill Johnson in an earlier newsletter – this book makes a GREAT gift for Confirmation, so keep it in mind this spring;
Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow by Jessica Day George, which I am currently reading and loving!;

Runemarks by Joanne Harris
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Seven o’clock on a Monday morning, five hundred years after the end of the world, and goblins had been at the cellar again. . . . Not that anyone would admit it was goblins. In Maddy Smith’s world, order rules. Chaos, old gods, fairies, goblins, magic, glamours–all of these were supposedly vanquished centuries ago. But Maddy knows that a small bit of magic has survived. The “ruinmark” she was born with on her palm proves it–and makes the other villagers fearful that she is a witch (though helpful in dealing with the goblins-in-the-cellar problem). But the mysterious traveler One-Eye sees Maddy’s mark not as a defect, but as a destiny. And Maddy will need every scrap of forbidden magic One-Eye can teach her if she is to survive that destiny. (Random House.)

*Next month, I’ll be talking about preschool/early elementary books – perfect for Valentine’s Day (
Beagle Book Group Reminders
**Beagle Books Second Thursday Group (Women’s Group) will meet on TUESDAY, Feb. 12th at 7PM to discuss Birth House by Ami McKay.
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Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On January 15th, they’ll be discussing All the Pretty Horses by Carthy McCormac.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.







