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Minnesota Book Award Short Lists Announced
[image: image1.png]N
MINNESOTA
BOOKAWARDS




Children’s Literature
· BookSpeak! Poems About Books by Laura Purdie Salas and illustrated by Josée Bisaillon
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· Friends: True Stories of Extraordinary Animal Friendships by Catherine Thimmesh [image: image3.png]ERIENDS
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· The Last Day of Kindergarten by Nancy Loewen and illustrated by Sachiko Yoshikawa 



[image: image4.png]



· Swirl by Swirl: Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman and illustrated by Beth Krommes [image: image5.png]



General Nonfiction
· Fool Me Twice: Fighting the Assault on Science in America by Shawn Lawrence Otto
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· Punishing Race: A Continuing American Dilemma by Michael Tonry 
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· Trout Caviar: Recipes from a Northern Forager by Brett Laidlaw 
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· Vikings in the Attic: In Search of Nordic America by Eric Dregni
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Genre Fiction
· Big Wheat by Richard A. Thompson [image: image10.png]B Wt





Genre Fiction cont.
· The Bone House by Brian Freeman  [image: image11.png]‘BONE
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· Death of the Mantis by Michael Stanley [image: image12.png]DEATH
0F THE
MANTIS.



 
· Northwest Angle by William Kent Krueger [image: image13.png]m
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Memoir & Creative Nonfiction
· For Love of Lakes by Darby Nelson [image: image14.png]



· The Last Deployment: How a Gay, Hammer-Swinging Twentysomething Survived a Year in Iraq by Bronson Lemer [image: image15.png]



· Sheepish: Two Women, Fifty Sheep & Enough Wool to Save the Planet by Catherine Friend 
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· A Song at Twilight: Of Alzheimer’s and Love by Nancy Paddock 
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Minnesota
· Anishinaabe Syndicated: A View from the Rez by Jim Northrup 
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· The Pillsburys of Minnesota by Lori Sturdevant with George S. Pillsbury [image: image19.png]



Minnesota cont.
· Pioneer Modernists: Minnesota’s First Generation of Women Artists by Julie L’Enfant 
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· Sisterhood of War: Minnesota Women in Vietnam by Kim Heikkila 
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Novel & Short Story
· In Caddis Wood by Mary François Rockcastle
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· The Law of Miracles and Other Stories by Gregory Blake Smith 
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· The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle Sosin [image: image24.png]T




· Merit Badges by Kevin Fenton
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Poetry
· Bodies of Light by Athena Kildegaard [image: image26.png]BODIES OF LIGHT





· Buddha, Proof by Su Smallen 
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Poetry cont.

· Invisible Strings by Jim Moore 
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· Whorled by Ed Bok Lee 
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Young People’s Literature
· The Big Crunch by Pete Hautman [image: image30.png]



· The Books of Elsewhere: Spellbound by Jacqueline West
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· The Tanglewood Terror by Kurtis Scaletta [image: image32.png]Bt
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· With or Without You by Brian Farrey [image: image33.png]
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FYI! During the month of March, all Minnesotans are invited to take part in voting for the Readers’ Choice Award. Readers will find the voting link at www.thefriends.org to choose one of the Minnesota Book Award finalists from all eight categories. The finalist with the most votes will be awarded the Readers’ Choice Award at the Gala. 

Winners will be announced April 14, 2012 at the gala awards ceremony.
Midwest Connections Picks
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     February Picks: 



             A Good American by Alex George $25.95 

[image: image36.png]A Goobp
AMERICAN

ALEX GEORGE



 It is 1904. When Frederick and Jette must flee her disapproving mother, where better to go than America, the land of the new? Originally set to board a boat to New York, at the last minute, they take one destined for New Orleans instead (“What’s the difference? They’re both new”), and later find themselves in the 

small town of Beatrice, Missouri. Not speaking a word of English, they embark on their new life together. Beatrice is populated with unforgettable characters: a jazz trumpeter from the Big Easy who cooks a mean gumbo, a teenage boy trapped in the body of a giant, a pretty schoolteacher who helps the young men in town learn about a lot more than just music, a minister who believes he has witnessed the Second Coming of Christ, and a malevolent, bicycle-riding dwarf. A Good American is narrated by Frederick and Jette’s grandson, James, who, in telling his ancestors’ story, comes to realize he doesn’t know his own story at all. Poignant, funny, and heartbreaking, A Good American is a novel about being an outsider—in your country, in your hometown, and sometimes even in your own family. 

The Golden Hour by Margaret Wurtele $15.00 [image: image37.png]


 Seventeen-year-old Giovanna Bellini sees firsthand the devastating effects of the war.  Following the Italian government’s peace agreement with the Allies, Giovanna watches as the German military invades her town, forming a hostile occupying army. At first, Giovanna is fascinated by the Nazi officers, but as the war strips away Giovanna’s naïveté and harsh realities are exposed, her brother Giorgio recruits her to aid in the Italian Resistance. When she is asked to hide wounded Jewish freedom fighter Mario Rava, Giovanna finds herself falling for the brave young man. The world around her is in constant turmoil and when terrible truths are revealed, threatening the lives of everyone Giovanna cares about, she is forced to make unimaginable sacrifices and decisions.

Staff Picks




      
Hannah: 

Under the Never Sky by Veronica Rossi  [image: image38.png]


 Hannah says: This one is epic-ly awesome!  

Graffiti Moon by Cath Crowley
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The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
[image: image40.png]THE fA0lT
110U STAES,

&




White Cat by Holly Black
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Blood Red Road by Moira Young
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Linda: 




    Dreams of Joy by Lisa See 


[image: image43.png]


 Linda says: This heart- wrenching sequel to See's Shangai Girls begins with 19-year-old Joy abandoning college life and her family to journey to China to join the cause of Chairman Mao and to find her biological father.  Her mother, Pearl, follows her there; and the ensuing three years of their lives under Communist rule had me riveted to this book as I learned so much about the horrors of life in China during the 1950s.  This would be a fantastic book for book clubs to read and discuss.  See has really done her homework on these two books.
 Free-Range Knitter:  The Yarn Harlot Writes Again by Stephanie Pearl-McPhee 
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 Linda says: This book had me laughing out loud while reading the essays about the quirks and quirkiness of knitting and knitters. 
The Litigators by John Grisham
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 Linda says: Almost comedic is Grisham's latest tale of lawyers and judges (although I'm not sure he intended it that way.)  This book involves a very small and rather inexperienced law firm taking on one of the biggest drug companies in the world and their 

cadre of high-priced lawyers over a cholesterol drug that is supposedly killing off the people who use it.   
Susan:
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 Susan says: Historical fiction about Cleopatra VII’s daughter and her life after her mother and father died.  I’m really, really enjoying it.  The author researched the ancient Roman/Egyptian history and has taught me so much about that era that I didn’t know.
Wither by Lauren DeStefano 
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 Susan says: This is the first in a trilogy about a future time when a virus kills all young men and women by the time they are 25 years old.  There is an “older” generation (70 and older) that escaped the virus, but all generations after that are susceptible to it.  Makes you think about population or the lack of if that should ever happen.  I think young people would like this subject.  

Sally: 



Sally says: Many of my recent reads are posted on the web-site as part of the Night-In list. Since Night-In, I've been reading:
The Sisters by Nancy Jensen 
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 Sally says: This is the story of 

two sisters, and the next three generations of women in their family. All of these women were affected by a well-intended action by one
of the sisters. Although her intentions were good, nothing turned out as she planned. The book is a moving portrayal of the power of family and family secrets, and was recently featured on the Indie Next list
Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah
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 Sally says: This is another story of
sisters! After the death of their beloved father, Meredith and Nina are left with their cold, enigmatic mother. As they discover more about their mother's past, the sisters are forced to re-evaluate their beliefs about their family and
themselves. Night Road has just been released in paperback and was one of the titles on the
Night-In list!


     
Jen: 

Pictures of You by Caroline Leavitt
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Jen says: I think our women’s book group is going to have a GREAT discussion of this one!!

Getting Things Done: The Art of Stress-Free Productivity by David Allen 
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  Jen says: No comment (
The Tiger: A True Story of Vengeance and Survival by John Vaillant  on audio
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  Jen says: I wasn’t sure how interested I’d be in this book, but it’s really interesting! This book is much more than hunting/being hunted by tigers. It includes a LOT of history about China and Russia! 

Gail: 


           


         The Happiness Project by Gretchen Rubin [image: image53.png]o



 Gail says: The author takes a different topic each month to try to improve happiness in her life.  This is a fun book with ideas you've heard before but also some new thoughts from "The Secrets of Adulthood" to "Boot Camp Perfect."

Wife's Tale by Lori Lansens 
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Falling Leaves: The Memoir of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah 
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  Gail says: This true story has a stepmother that is "really" wicked.
Finding Nouf by Zoe Ferraris
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 Gail says: This mystery story is set in Saudi Arabia from a conscientious Muslim man's point a view.  Great story.

Speaking of Faith by Krista Tippet 
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 Jamie: 

Skinny by Diana Spechler
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Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Foer 
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Youth Yak

The titles that made the Minnesota Book Award short list in the category of Young People’s Literature are EXCELLENT, so here’s some more info on each!
The Tanglewood Terror by Kurtis Scaletta [image: image60.png]Bt
ETNGLENO0D.




 When 13-year-old Eric Parrish comes across glowing mushrooms in the woods behind his house, he's sure there's a scientific explanation. But when they start encroaching on the town—covering the football field and popping up from beneath the floorboards—Eric knows something's seriously wrong. Not that much else is going right: his parents are fighting, his little brother Brian is a little pill, and he's had a falling-out with his football team—over a pig.

Then a runaway girl from a nearby boarding school warns Eric that the fungus could portend the town's doom and leave it in rubble—just like the village that inexplicably disappeared in the exact same spot over 200 years ago. Eric, Brian, and Mandy set out to solve a very old mystery and save the town of Tanglewood.

The Books of Elsewhere: Spellbound by Jacqueline West
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 With no way into the house's magical paintings, and its three guardian cats reluctant to help, Olive's friend Morton is still trapped inside Elsewhere. So when Rutherford, the new oddball 
kid next door, mentions a grimoire - a spellbook - Olive feels a breathless tug of excitement. If she can find the McMartins' spellbook, maybe she can help Morton escape Elsewhere for good. Unless, that is, the book finds Olive first.

The house isn't the only one keeping secrets anymore. Mystery, magic, corruption, and betrayal abound (plus just enough laughs to take the edge off). You'll never guess what happens next in this thrilling, chilling second volume in the critically acclaimed series.

The Big Crunch by Pete Hautman
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 Jen and Wes do not "meet cute." They do not fall in love at first sight. They do not swoon with scorching desire. They do not believe that they are instant soul mates destined to be together forever.

This is not that kind of love story.

Instead, they just hang around in each other's orbits...until eventually they collide. And even after that happens, they're still not sure where it will go. Especially when Jen starts to pity-date one of Wes's friends, and Wes makes some choices that he immediately regrets.

With or Without You by Brian Farrey 
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 When are you too far in to get out?

 

Eighteen-year-old Evan and his best friend, Davis, get beaten up for being loners. For being gay. For just being themselves. But as rough as things often seem, at least Evan can take comfort in his sweet, sexy boyfriend Erik 

—whom he’s kept secret from everyone for almost a year.

 Then Evan and Davis are recruited to join the Chasers, a fringe crowd that promises them protection and status. Davis is swept up in the excitement, but Evan is caught between his loyalty to Davis and his love for Erik. Evan has lied to keep his two worlds separate. Now his lies are about to implode…and destroy the very relationships he’s been trying to protect.

Book Group Reads

Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Wednesday, February 9th at 6PM:

Pictures of You by Caroline Leavitt $13.95

[image: image64.png]CAROLINE
LEAVITT.

W3

Pictures of You





Beagle Books Mens Book Group

Tuesday, February 15th at 8AM:

Re-Claiming the Bible for a Non-Religious World by John Shelby Spong $28.99
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 Note from Jen: YES, Kerri Miller did an amazing interview with the author on MPR.

*Don’t forget! 20% off on hardcovers for book group!
Blue Stocking Society

In the Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 
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Gail’s Arizona Book Club

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson
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 Gail says: Discussion of this will be followed by a High Tea (
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows [image: image68.png]



Park Rapids High School Book Club

Almost Perfect  by Brian Katcher 
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 This group is led by one of our summer staff, Susan, who works as the high school librarian during the school year.
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