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Sister Wolf Books

IS……… OPEN!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Open daily at 10AM.

Come see what’s new this year!

See the Book Groups section of this newsletter for book group info.
Kevin Fenton Author Signing with Reading by Long Lake Theater players!
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Kevin Fenton, author of Merit Badges (a Midwest Connections Pick selected in January!) will be at Beagle Books on Saturday, May 7th at noon for a signing! To add to the fun, we’ll also have 3 Long Long Theater players here to do a reading from Merit Badges! Don’t miss out!

Nate Jorgenson Signing

Nate Jorgenson, author of Waiting for White Horses and Mulligan AND (finally!) A Crooked Number will be at Beagle on Saturday, May 28th at noon for a signing!
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Arts Downtown

The 3rd Thursday of every month is Arts Downtown in Park Rapids. Downtown businesses host a variety of artists, from music to wool spinning. This month, Beagle will be hosting Jess Lourey, one of our favorite mystery writers! Jess will be at Beagle on Thursday, May 18th 5-7PM. From the author’s website:

(Reading and author roulette-come and find out!)

Hmm…very mysterious! Don’t miss out!

Jess’s latest book is October Fest.
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Construction
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Phase Two of beautifying downtown Park Rapids has begun! Phase Two includes 3rd Street, which is the street that Beagle Books faces. But! It will go quick (scheduled to be done June 30th). Parking is available on Main Street, Highway 71, and 3rd Street east (which is on the east side of Highway 71). If you have any questions or need help getting to Beagle, please let us know! We also encourage you to visit http://www.positivelyparkrapids.com/ which includes the popular Park Rapids webcam!

Midwest Connections Picks
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          May Picks: 



       

The Coffins of Little Hope by Timothy Schaffer $24.95
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The Coffins of Little Hope features Essie, otherwise known as “S,” an 83-year-old obituary writer for a struggling, small-town newspaper. When a young country girl is reported to be missing, perhaps whisked away by an itinerant aerial photographer, Essie stumbles onto the 
story of her life. Or, it all could be simply a hoax, or a delusion, the child and child-thief invented from the desperate imagination of a lonely, lovelorn woman. Either way, the story of the girl reaches far and wide, igniting controversy, attracting curiosity-seekers and cult worshippers from all over the country to this dying rural town.  And then it is revealed that the long awaited final book of an infamous series of YA gothic novels is being secretly printed on the newspaper’s presses.

The Year We Left Home by Jean Thompson $25
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 A sweeping and emotionally powerful story of a single American family during the 
tumultuous final decades of the twentieth century. It begins in 1973 when the Erickson family of Grenada, Iowa, gathers for the wedding of their eldest daughter, Anita. Even as they celebrate, the fault lines in the family emerge. The bride wants nothing more than to raise a family in her hometown, while her brother Ryan watches restlessly from the sidelines, planning his escape. He is joined by their cousin Chip, an unpredictable, war-damaged loner who will show Ryan both the appeal and the perils of freedom. Torrie, the Ericksons' youngest daughter, is another rebel intent on escape, but the choices she makes will bring about a tragedy that leaves the entire family changed forever. 

Stretching from the early 1970s in the Iowa farmlands to suburban Chicago to the coast of contemporary Italy—and moving through the Vietnam War's aftermath, the farm crisis, the numerous economic booms and busts—The Year We Left Home follows the Erickson siblings as they confront prosperity and heartbreak, 
setbacks and triumphs, and seek their place in a country whose only constant seems to be breathtaking change. 

The Long Shining Waters by Danielle Sosin $24
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 *Author signing at Beagle on Saturday, May 21 at noon!

Lake superior, the north country, the great fresh-water expanse. frigid. lethal. Wildly beautiful. The Long-Shining Waters gives us three stories whose characters are separated by centuries and circumstance, yet connected across time by a shared geography.
In 1622, Grey Rabbit—an Ojibwe woman, a 
mother and wife—struggles to understand a 
dream-life that has taken on fearful dimensions. As she and her family confront the hardship of living near the “big water,” her psyche and her world edge toward irreversible change. In 1902, Berit and Gunnar, a Norwegian fishing couple, also live on the shore. Berit is unable to conceive, and the lake anchors her isolated life, testing the limits of her endurance and spirit. And in 2000, when nora, a seasoned bar owner, loses her job and is faced with an open-ended future, she is drawn reluctantly into a road trip around the great lake.
As these narratives unfold and overlap with the mesmerizing rhythm of waves, a fourth mysterious character gradually comes into stark relief.
Note: The Long-Shining Waters is published by Milkweed Editions, a publisher with a solid reputation for quality literature. This year’s Minnesota’s Book Award winner for fiction was Vestments, another Milkweed publication!

Staff Picks




       
Sally:  




          Sally says: Two wonderful new books are out this month!:
Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks $26.95 [image: image15.jpg]Geraldine Brooks




 Sally says: In Caleb's Crossing, Geraldine Brooks has once again taken a small piece of historical information and spun a
complete world around it. In 1665, a Native American named Caleb graduated from Harvard. This is his story, and also the story of his friend, Bethia Mayfield, who is narrates
the book. Don't miss it! 


     Dreams of Joy  by Lisa See $26 
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 Sally says: Dreams of Joy, by Lisa See, continues the story of the characters from Shanghai Girls. When that book ended, Joy
had run away from home, determined to find her biological father in Communist China. Pearl follows her, and the voices of mother and daughter alternate narration of their
experiences. 
Jody:






  Art Is a Way of Knowing by Pat B. Allen $17 [image: image17.jpg]A guide to self knowledge
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Gail:





        Tales of the Road: Highway 61 by Cathy Wurzer $22.95 
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 Gail says: This was fun reading and I learned some history of Minnesota too! Note: Meet Cathy Wurzer at this year’s Dorset Festival of Authors & Artists on Friday, June 24th!!



          Friendship Cake by Lynne Hinton $13.99 [image: image19.jpg]MATIONAL BESTSELLER
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Linda: 
     



          The Paris Wife by Paula McLain $25 
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 Linda says: This book immerses itself in the lives of Ernest Hemingway and his first wife, Hadley Richardson, living as ex-pats in Paris in the 1920s.  After Ernest's years of struggle to become a published author, Hadley and Ernest become the "golden couple" with friends such as Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound and F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald.  But at what cost?  I was mesmerized by this unfolding of a story about a literary genius and the amazing woman 
he so cruelly and selfishly betrayed.  One of the best books I've read this year.  (The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks tied for first place on my 2011 reading list.)

      

       Night Road by Kristin Hannah $27.99
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Moonlight Mile by Dennis Lehane $26.99 (paperback due out in July for $9.99) 
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 Linda says: Lehane has another winner on his hands with this sequel to Gone, Baby, Gone. 
Kathy:

Wingshooters by Nina Revoyr $15.95
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W : “Nina-Re;loyr is"one of my favorite writers, and Wingshooters : ¥r '};‘ Ba
. is a gem of a novel—filled with beautiful language, thoughtful
observations on life, deep heartache, and determined acceptance.”

—LISA SEE, author of Shanghai Girls



 Note: If you ask for a good read this summer, chances are good we’ll say, 
“Have you read Wingshooters???” We LOVE this book. The author will be doing a skype event at Sister Wolf with the women’s morning book club this summer!
The Help by Kathryn Stockett $16 (It’s FINALLY in paperback!!!!!! ()
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Jen:




     
          The Street of a Thousand Blossoms $14.95 [image: image25.jpg]THE STREET OF A
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Jen says: This is the first complete book I’ve read (or nearly read, not quite done 

yet!) on the Nook. I’m loving this tale set in Japan beginning in the 1940s. Lots of history, I love the characters, and a great story!

         Phantom Prey by John Sandford on audio $39.95 on CDs (paperback is $9.99)
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Jen says: Richard Ferrone narrates Sandford’s Davenport mysteries and he is the PERFECT reader for these books!!
Youth Yak
by Jen
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One of the Midwest Connections Picks this month is a Young Adult book!

Sparrow Road by Sheila O’Connor $16.99 (yes! This is the Sheila O’Connor that teaches at Hamline!)
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 It’s the summer before seventh grade, and twelve-year-old Raine O’Rourke’s mother suddenly takes a job hours from home at mysterious Sparrow Road — a creepy, dilapidated mansion that houses an eccentric group of artists. As Raine tries to make sense of her new surroundings, she forges friendships with a cast of quirky characters. But it’s an unexpected secret from Raine’s own life that changes her forever.
Teen Writing Group!

A writing group just for teens will be meeting for 6 weeks through the summer beginning Monday, June 13, 2011 10AM-Noon at the North Country Museum of Art. Learn writing tips and ideas. Share your poems, stories and essays. Learn the fine art of giving helpful feedback. Group size is limited. Open to ages 14-18. Cost is $60 for the entire 6 weeks. Scholarships are available through the generous support of the Friends of the Park Rapids Public Library. Interested writers should contact Cindie Ekren: 218-652-4257 cynthiaekren@gmail.com or Kelly Grossman, NorthCountry Museum  of Art Kelly@ncmapr.com 218-237-5900.

Gail’s pick:

Just another Girl by Meody Carlson $9.99 [image: image29.jpg]W Just
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Jen’s Pick:

Children Make Terrible Pets $16.99
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 Jen says: Wonderful picture book – a twist of the old “Can I have a pet?” tale. 

When Lucy, a young bear, discovers a boy in the woods, she's absolutely delighted. She brings him home and begs her mom to let her keep him, even though her mom warns, "Children make terrible pets." But mom relents, and Lucy gets to name her new pet Squeaker.

Book Group Reads

Sister Wolf Books Women’s Morning Group

Wednesday May 25 at 9 AM:
Wingshooters by Nina Revoyr $15.95
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W : “Nina-Re;loyr is"one of my favorite writers, and Wingshooters : ¥r '};‘ Ba
. is a gem of a novel—filled with beautiful language, thoughtful
observations on life, deep heartache, and determined acceptance.”

—LISA SEE, author of Shanghai Girls



 Note: The author
will be with us via SKYPE! 

Sister Wolf Books Women’s Evening Group

First meeting will be in June.

(You really want to know the first pick? Oh all right, it’s The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins)
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Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

Wednesday, May 11th at 6PM:
The Street of a Thousand Blossoms $14.95 [image: image33.jpg]THE STREET OF A
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Beagle Books Men’s Book Group
Sem: The Ordinary Mind by Rod Hunt $15.50
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Blue Stocking Society

Same Kind of Different as Me: A Modern-Day Slave, an International Art Dealer, and the Unlikely Woman Who Bound Them Together by Ron Hall $16.99
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Don’t forget! We now sell books on our websites! You can order physical print books, audio books, and e-downloads (downloadable to ANY device EXCEPT the Kindle). Call Jen at Beagle if you need help!
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