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Happy Valentine’s!
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Monday Hearts by Page Hodel $16.95
Making History
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Author Maggie Stiefvater, via skype

On Wednesday, January 20th, 2010, Beagle Books made history in Park Rapids. We were the FIRST ever (to our knowledge) to skype in an author for an event! The Park Rapids Enterprise covered the event and included an article in the Saturday, January 23 newspaper. In case you missed it, below is a link to the online version of the article. You have to press the control key on your keyboard and click on the link for it to work. This link will be active until February 6th. We’ve also posted the article on our website and Facebook page. Check it out!

http://www.parkrapidsenterprise.com/event/article/id/21799/type/article/publisher_ID/15/
2nd Annual Night-In

Our second annual Night-In event was a great success! We nearly tripled last year’s attendance. Thanks so much too all of you who attended. Normally we take pictures of our events, but it was too crowded to do so! For those who attended, we’d love to hear your feedback. Also, if your book group is interested in their own 

personal book talk, let us know, we’d be glad to travel to your next meeting. FYI – next year’s Night-In will be UPSTAIRS ( 
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Park Rapids Library Events

[image: image5.jpg]at lwi ig £
An Indian Elders Journey through
a Land of Ghests and S

KLﬂL Nerhurn

Author of Neither Wolf nor Dog
and Chief Joseph and the Flght of the Nez Perce




[image: image6.jpg]“Realists wanting a truthful, flery, and ultimately cleansing dialogi.
etween Indian and white will defnltely want [ths book],” —Booklist

‘WITH A NEW FOREWORD BY THE AUTHOR




*Kent Nerburn will be at the Park Rapids Library on Saturday, February 6th at 11AM. If you can’t make it, check out Nerburn’s library tour schedule at www.krls.org  

*Poetic Creations for Kids: LouAnn Muhm and Tiffany Bessonen will lead a workshop for elementary-aged kids on writing poetry and creating a book to keep it in on Saturday February 13th at 1PM.
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*Saturday, February 27th at 11AM: Local first-time novelist Candace Simar reads and discusses Abercrombie Trail, her fictionalized account of the Sioux uprising of 1862 as seen through the eyes of a Norwegian immigrant. Simar, of Pequot Lakes, drew on her own family history to flesh out the characters.
Midwest Connections Picks
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     February Picks:

Weeping Underwater Looks a Lot Like Laughter by Michael J. White $24.95
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Seventeen-year-old George Flynn, an all-around decent guy, has just moved with his family to Des Moines, a place where he knows no one and is pretty much nobody. Despite this inauspicious start to his junior year, he soon finds his niche, falling in with the unique, enchant​ing Schell sisters. Emily, an aspiring actress and free spirit, becomes the object of George's mostly unrequited yearnings. But it's Katie, with her quirks, her scathing deadpan humor, and her brave battle with multiple sclerosis, who really gets George hooked on the Schells. When an out- of-the-blue trag​edy strikes, upsetting the delicate balance of all their lives, George must figure out a way to help Emily in order to save himself. 







Cougar Club by Susan McBride $13.99 [image: image10.jpg]The
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Meet three women who aren't about to run and hide just because the world says they should be on the shelf and out of circulation:
 Kat -- Her life seems perfect until she loses her high-powered advertising job and catches her live-in lover in a compromising position—with his computer! 




        

Carla -- This sexy TV news anchor is in danger of being replaced by a twentysomething blond bimbo. Wasn't it just yesterday that she was the up-and-coming star?


         Elise -- A married dermatologist, Elise thinks her plastic surgeon husband is playing doctor with someone else. 




 Kat firmly believes that aging gracefully isn't about giving up; it's about living life with your engine on overdrive. So this unofficial "Cougar Club" quickly learns three things about survival of the fittest in today's youth-obsessed society: True friendship never dies, the only way to live is real, and you're never too old to follow your heart.
Featured Title

A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick $14.95
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This was a Midwest Connections Pick in March of 2009, it’s been a bestseller in the Midwest and book groups are eating it up! This is also a title we spoke about at Night-In. In case you missed it, here’s a description of the book:

He placed a notice in a Chicago paper, an advertisement for "a reliable wife." She responded, saying that she was "a simple, honest woman." She was, of course, anything but honest, and the only simple thing about her was her single-minded determination to marry this man and then kill him, slowly and carefully, leaving her a wealthy widow, able to take care of the one she truly loved.

What Catherine Land did not realize was that the enigmatic and lonely Ralph Truitt had a plan of 
his own. And what neither anticipated was that 
they would fall so completely in love. 

Filled with unforgettable characters, and shimmering with color and atmosphere, A Reliable Wife is an enthralling tale of love and madness, of longing and murder.

Staff Picks




           Gail:

Never Trust a Thin Cook by Eric Dregni $22.95
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  Gail says: An assistant professor of English at Concordia in St. Paul, Dregni writes about searching for the perfect cuisine in Italy.  He also wrote Minnesota Marvels.
Stolen Innocence by Elissa Wall Gail says: The author writes her story of growing up in a polygamist sect, becoming a teenage bride, and breaking free of Warren Jeffs.  A fascinating story.
Thank you for all Things by Sandra Kring $12 Gail says: At eleven, Lucy McGowan already knows she'll be a psychologist when she grows up. Her quirky and conflicted family provides plenty of opportunity for her to practice her calling.
Jennie:




        Food Rules: An Eater's Manual by Michael Pollan $11
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 Embraced by the Light by Betty J.Eadie $14
Cindie:
Children's Past Lives: How Past Life Memories Affect Your Child by Carol Bowman $7.99
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Cindie says: Bowman  trained in Regression Therapy with the same person I have been working with, Dr. John Amoroso. I think we are given so many clues by children of their past life experiences and so easily miss or dismiss them. Bowman offers a different perspective. 
Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley $18
The Creative Brain: The Science of Genius by Nancy Andreasen $15
Jody:

Queen for a Day by Linda M. Sacha $12.50
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Dance of the Dissident Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd $13.95
Five Weeks and Five Days DVD $15 (ok, so this isn’t a book, it’s a DVD, but it’s available at Beagle Books! It chronicles the building of Smoky Hills in Osage).
Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae $10.50
Linda: 
 



          Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron Hall, Denver Moore, and Lynn Vincent $14.99
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 Linda says: This is the unlikely 
true story of Ron Hall, a multimillionaire art 
dealer, and Denver, the illiterate black homeless man he befriends that will stick with me for a very long time.  Denver teaches Ron that money truly can't buy happiness.  I read this book in one sitting; it's that good. 
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet's Nest by Steig Larrson $26.95 Linda says: If you enjoy a great mystery/thriller and haven't started reading Sweden's Steig Larrson trilogy, beginning with 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, get going!  Hornet's Nest isn't available in the U.S. until May, (my daughter dates a Brit; and after getting him hooked on the first one, he bought me the third one for Christmas) but if you start the first two now, you'll be ready to run into Beagle Books or Sister Wolf Books and finish off the trilogy.  They are some of the best mysteries I've read in a long time, and each one is better than the last.
One Amazing Thing by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni $23.99 Linda says: Fans of Ann Patchett’s Bel Canto will enjoy this book tremendously.  The tale revolves around a group of people who are attempting to get visas to India when a major 
earthquake hits L.A., trapping them together for a long period of time in the Indian visa office.  The character development will keep you turning pages quickly on this one. 
Jennifer: 




     Secrets of Eden by Chris Bohjalian $25
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 Jen says: That’s right, there’s a new Bohjalian novel!! For those of you who are familiar with Bohjalian’s past novels, Secrets of Eden is going to be a huge hit with fans of Double Bind. Normally I like to write my own reviews of books, but after reading this one by Carol Katsoulis, I knew I couldn’t say it any better!: "Welcome to the bucolic hamlet of Haverill, Vt., 
as portrayed in Chris Bohjalian's Secrets of Eden. As the novel opens, the murder-suicide of a prominent couple has shocked the population: on the same day as her baptism by the Rev. Stephen Drew, Alice Hayward returns home to her husband, George, who will strangle her that evening and then shoot himself. The story is told from the perspectives of four characters: Rev. Drew, who, disillusioned with his faith, leaves town almost immediately; State's Attorney Catherine Benincasa, who suspects George was murdered; Heather Laurents, an inspirational writer; and Katie Hayward, the orphaned Hayward daughter. I loved the subtle and gradual way that the facts of the incident are revealed. Bohjalian's prose is flawless, as is his understanding of the many facets of the human condition: wife beating, alcoholism, and infidelity are social issues that play major roles. As much as I love Bohjalian's books—I've read most of them—Secrets may become my favorite. Book groups will eat this one up."
— Carol Katsoulis, Publishers Weekly "Galley Talk" 
Wishful Drinking by Carrie Fisher on audio $14.99 Jen says: Very Hollywood. When I mentioned this to Sally, she said, “What do you expect of someone who’s the product of Eddie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds and their marriage was broken up by Liz Taylor?”


         September Fair by Jess Lourey $14.95 Jen says: Jess is one of our favorite mystery authors and she’s from Minnesota! September Fair takes place at the Minnesota State Fair – a nice escape from northern Minnesota in February!!
[image: image18.wmf]Keep love in your heart. A life without it is like a sunless garden when the flowers are dead. The consciousness of loving and being loved brings a warmth and a richness to life that nothing else can bring." - Oscar Wilde
Sally:


Shadow Tag by Louise Erdrich $25.99
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 Sally says: This book is the fictional
account of the collapse of a contemporary marriage. The couple, Irene and Gil, has Native American ancestry, but that's not the focus of the story. When Irene realizes that Gil has been reading her diary, she begins a new and hidden
one, and uses the original diary to manipulate him. The story is told through excerpts from the diaries and a third person narration. The title, an 
overarching metaphor, draws "on Native American belief about portraits as shadows and
shadows as souls." Erdrich fans, you won't want to miss this one. It's available at Beagle.
Einstein's God by Krista Tippett $16
Sally says: Drawn from the popular public radio program, "Speaking of Faith," the conversations
recorded in this book explore the relationship between science and spirituality. I floundered reading the first chapter, which explores the implications of Einstein's theory of relativity on our understanding of eternity. The science was a stretch for me! However, other chapters were
well within my understanding. Persons interviewed include Mehmet Oz, James Moore, 
Janna Levin, and Parker Palmer. The book will be released in paperback this month. 
Note from Jen: It’s also the Beagle Mens Book Group’s pick for February!
Founding Faith by Steven Waldman $16
Sally says: I'm in a study group which is reading and discussing this book. It's the fascinating
story of how freedom to worship freely became a 
part of American life. The religious development of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison are described, as well as the religious

and political events preceding and following the American Revolution. I'm learning much that surprises me, and challenges our conventional thinking about our history as a nation. 
Youth Yak – Featuring Will Weaver!
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 In honor of Will Weaver’s school presentation at Nevis School on Friday, February 19th, we’re devoting this month’s Youth Yak to 

Will Weaver! As an author, Weaver is particularly 
concerned with youth literacy and keeping kids reading. His new MOTOR series addresses a group of underserved young adult readers: kids who 
love cars. His novel Saturday Night Dirt and its sequel, Super Stock Rookie, focus on dirt track stock car racing. The series starts with a close focus on a small town speedway and the cast of colorful characters who come there to race on Saturday nights. One of the characters, sixteen-year-old Trace Bonham, is a natural driver with dreams of racing professionally. The MOTOR series follows Trace’s on his path toward getting a “ride” (a sponsored race car) and competing at the highest level he can. While these auto racing 
novels will certainly appeal to boys, Weaver’s novels always contain a diverse cast of characters. Auto racing is one of the few sports that gives no gender advantage, and the MOTOR series also includes a positive and realistic 
portrayal of young women involved in racing.The third book in the series, Checkered Flag Cheater, will be released this April.
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Other young adult books by Will Weaver include:
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Full Service $7.95
Defect $16
Memory Boy $6.99
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Hard Ball $6.99

Striking Out $7.99
Also, Will Weaver is one fine pie judge!
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Will Weaver, serving as a pie judge in the Beagle Books 2009 Annual Pie-Baking Contest/Park Rapids Library Fundraiser

Book Group Picks
Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Saturday, February 13th at 10AM:

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana DeRosnay $13.95
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Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, February 16th at 8AM:

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski $16.99
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Wesley UMC of Grand Forks, ND Book Group
Thursday mornings at 7AM (yes, 7!)

Founding Faith by Steven Waldman $16
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