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Events
Cathy Wurzer!, MPR host of Morning Edition will be at Beagle Books on Saturday, May 16th at 12:00 to sign copies of her book, Tales of the Road: Highway 61. In this companion book to Public Television’s documentary, also called "Tales of the Road", Wurzer unearths stories about Highway 61, spotlighting famous and fascinating locations, many of them little remembered today. 
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Minnesota Book Awards 2009
by Jen
The Minnesota Book Awards were held April 25th, and of course, we couldn’t resist attending!
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Hannah, Cindie, Jen and Sally.
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Author Kao Kalia Yang won two awards--Reader's Choice and Non-fiction. Members of the Sister Wolf Wednesday morning book group will remember the wonderful time we had when Kalia 
visited the store. Good news--she's working on another book! 
If you missed it, the 2009 Minnesota Book Award Winners are:
Children's literature: Susan Marie Swanson’s  The House in the Night
General nonfiction: Catherine Friend’s The Compassionate Carnivore: Or, How to Keep Animals Happy, Save Old MacDonald's Farm, Reduce Your Hoofprint, and Still Eat Meat
Genre fiction: Julie Kramer’s Stalking Susan 

Memoir/creative nonfiction: Kao Kalia Yang’s The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir
Minnesota: Barbara W. Sommer’s Hard Work and a Good Deal: The Civilian Conservation Corps in Minnesota
Novel/short story: Louise Erdrich’s The Plague of Doves
Poetry: Heid E. Erdrich’s National Monuments
Young people's literature: Brian Malloy’s Twelve Long Months
Readers Choice: Kao Kalia Yang’s The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir
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When is Sister Wolf Books Opening?

MAY 7TH

(Book group info is at the end of the newsletter).

Here’s a behind-the scenes look at 
getting ready to open!
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Checking on the store in February.

Hurray--the snow drifted in a way that let us in!
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Moving Day! Bob unpacked at the cabin, Beagle, and Sister Wolf and kept his sense of humor intact!

[image: image8.jpg]



Of course, we test all the equipment before the season starts. Granddaughter Megan helped out by making the first smoothie of the year. M-m-m!

Midwest Connections Picks
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May Picks are:
Coop: A Year of Poultry, Pigs, and Parenting by Michael Perry
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Newly installed with his wife and young daughter in a rickety Wisconsin farmhouse with thirty-seven acres of overgrown farmland, a handful of chickens on order, a pig pen to build, and a baby due to be born in the upstairs bedroom (“The first time my wife proposed this, I laughed in a Hahaha! Good one! sort of way…”), Mike plumbs his unorthodox farm family and obscure fundamentalist Christian sect upbringing for clues to navigating the present. 

He moves easily between rural reflection (”The hills are a green divan buttoned with clusters of bloom.”) and roughneck humor (”Today a dog bit me grievously upon the ass…I was wrestling a pig at the time.”), while telling a story that speaks directly to a growing number of Americans who are wondering if the future might be best addressed with a backyard full of chickens.                                
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

The Great Perhaps by Joe Meno
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The sky is falling for the Caspers of Chicago, a family of cowards: for Jonathan, a paleontologist, searching in vain for a prehistoric giant squid; for his wife, Madeline, an animal behaviorist with a failing experiment; for their daughter, Amelia, a disappointed teenage revolutionary; for her younger sister, Thisbe, on a frustrated search for God; and for grandfather Henry, who wants to disappear, limiting himself to thirteen words a day, then twelve, then eleven, until he will speak no more.

Each fears uncertainty and the possibilities that accompany it. When Jonathan and Madeline suddenly decide to separate, this nuclear family is split, each member forced to confront his or her own cowardice, finally coming to appreciate the cloudiness of the modern age. With wit and humor, The Great Perhaps presents a revealing look at anxiety, ambiguity, and the need for complicated answers to complex questions.

Beyond Walden: The Hidden Hstory of America’s Kettle Lakes and Ponds by Robert M. Thorson
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Lakes are a beloved part of the American landscape, and kettles are the most common type, spanning the northern part of the country from New England to the High Plains. Kettle lakes 
are depressions formed by meltdown of glacial ice and filled with freshwater. Unlike other kinds of lakes that have significant inlet or outlet streams, kettle lakes are natural wells tapping the groundwater table.

A source of joyful relaxation and recreation for generations, kettle lakes also have historical and cultural significance. Within a few years of the 1836 publication of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Nature, a pivotal book combining nature with spirituality and religion, Henry David Thoreau had permanently linked Walden Pond-America’s most famous kettle lake-to the Transcendentalist movement.

Each kettle lake tells a story, and in Robert Thorson’s hands their collective saga-and the threats to their health-give us crucial insight into the dangers facing our vulnerable freshwater ecosystem.

The Girls from Ames: A Story of Women & a Forty-Year Friendship by Jeffrey Zaslow
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Meet the Ames Girls: eleven childhood friends who formed a special bond growing up in Ames, Iowa.  As young women, they moved to eight different states, yet managed to maintain an enduring friendship that would carry them through college and careers, marriage and motherhood, dating and divorce, a child’s illness and the mysterious death of one member of their group.  Capturing their remarkable story, The Girls from Ames is a testament to the deep bonds of women as they experience life’s joys and 

challenges — and the power of friendship to triumph over heartbreak and unexpected tragedy.

The girls, now in their forties, have a lifetime of memories in common, some evocative of their generation and some that will resonate with any woman who has ever had a friend.  Photograph by photograph, recollection by recollection, occasionally with tears and often with great laughter, their sweeping and moving story is shared by Jeffrey Zaslow, Wall Street Journal columnist, as he attempts to define the matchless bonds of female friendship.  It demonstrates how close female relationships can shape every aspect of women’s lives - their sense of themselves, their choice of men, their need for validation, their relationships with their mothers, their dreams for their daughters - and reveals how such friendships thrive, rewarding those who have committed to them. 

Staff Picks




           Bob:





          The Last Time I Was Me by Cathy Lamb $15
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Brian:                                                            
Feed by M.T. Anderson $7.99
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A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens $11
Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand $24
Linda: 
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford $24
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The Help by Kathryn Stockett $24.95
 A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick $23.95
Hannah:                                                      The Double Bind by Chris Bohjalian $14.95           [image: image19.jpg]


  





   A Room of One's Own by Virginia Woolf $13
Tomb For Boris Davidovich by Danilo Kis $12.95
                                                                          Rhoda:                                                    Book Without Words by Avi on audio 
        $5.99 (paperback)
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 Rhoda says: I love audio books when I'm out in the yard.  Makes raking up leaves and gravel (from the snowplow) a little bit more pleasant :-)                                                    The Prophet by Kahil Gibran on audio $17.99                Rhoda says: I have the book, hearing the words just adds to the profound message
The Gathering by Anne Enright $14                          Rhoda says:  Painful and angry, but good.
                




        
Yes! Cathy Wurzer is coming! May 16th! Don’t miss it!
Gail:                                                                   A Skeleton in God’s Closet by Paul L. Maier $7.99
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 Gail says: Dr. Jonathan Wegber, Harvard professor and biblical scholar, is looking forward to his sabbatical year on an archaeological dig in Israel, but a spectacular find that seems to be a dream -come-true becomes a nightmare that could be the death of Christianity!                                           Honeymoon in Tehran by Azadeh Moaveni $26     

                                                                                                                                                                 Sally:




        Irreplacable by Stephen Lovely $24.99
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          The Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell $27.99
Jennifer:                                                            The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley $23
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Jen says: This book is so much fun! An adult mystery told from precocious 11-year-old Flavia – a character you love to read, but would hate to live with!

          The Alchemyst (Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel) by Michael Scott on audio $40
Cathy Wurzer! May 16th!
Cindie:
Valeria’s Last Stand by Marc Fitten $24
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Cindie says: This is my favorite book so far this year!!! The author, first time novelist Marc Fitten, is a 28-year old New Yorker who has written an amazing story about a 68-year old Hungarian woman. Valeria is so brilliantly captured by Fitten's prose, as is the village where she reigns as both outcast and quality control maven. This is the sort of novel that had me laughing out loud and sighing like an old romantic. 
Youth Yak

by Jen





          Hall of Fame Inductees


[image: image25.jpg]






          The American Booksellers Association announces the first three inductees to the Indies Choice Book Awards Picture Book Hall of Fame. The 2009 inductees into the Indies Choice Picture Book Hall of Fame, as chosen by indie booksellers, are:

	






· Where the Wild Things Are, by Maurice Sendak (HarperCollins) 




· Make Way for Ducklings, by Robert McCloskey (Viking Juvenile) 




· Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus, by Mo Willems (Hyperion Books for Children) 




Book Group Picks
Beagle

Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, May 19th at 8AM to discuss Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich.
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Faith Talk – Pastor Gary Walpole will lead a discussion of The Shack by William Young at Beagle Books on June 2nd at 7PM.

Beagle Women’s Book Group will take the summer off –- check out the Sister Wolf Books book groups!
Sister Wolf Books

It’s finally time for the Sister Wolf Books book groups to re-convene! As we’ve done in the past, there will be two women’s’ book groups – one that meets every other Thursday evening and one that meets every other Wednesday morning.
The first Wednesday morning group meeting will be May 20th, 9:00 AM at Sister Wolf Books. The group will discuss God of War by Marisa Silver and make selections for the rest of the summer.
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The first Thursday evening group meeting will be May 28th, 7:00 PM at Sister Wolf Books. The group will discuss Sorrows of an American by Siri Hustvedt and make selections for the rest of the summer. 
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And finally – Cathy Wurzer is going to be at Beagle Books on Saturday, May 16th!
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