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Happy New Year!
by Jen
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We’re so excited at Beagle that a Beagle Books customer won the $5,000 Jingle Bells prize this year! And not just any customer…. But Jill Johnson, former owner of Beagle Books! She’d always hoped a Beagle customer would win the big prize, never guessing it would be HER! (For non-Park Rapids readers, Jingle Bells is an annual Park Rapids tradition – customers who spend money at participating local businesses receive Jingle Bell tickets for every $10 spent. Jingle Bell tickets are then drawn for prizes – the grand prize is $5,000).
Events
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On Saturday, January 17th, Beagle will be hosting its first Night-In! What is it? It’s an invitation to all book club members of any book group and any individuals interested in joining a book group. We’ll meet at Beagle Books at 6:30 (after hours!) to mingle, drink wine and cider, eat cheese and chocolate, and Jen will do a book talk about a variety of books that might be of interest to your book group. All books that Jen talks about in the book talk will be 20% off for the duration of the Night-In. Please join us!
Midwest Connections Picks
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January Pick:                                                             

Sing Them Home by Stephanie Kallos
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Sing Them Home  is a portrait of three grown siblings who have lived in the shadow of unresolved grief since their mother’s mysterious disappearance when they were children. Everyone in Emlyn Springs, Nebraska, knows the story of Hope Jones, the physician’s wife whose big dreams for their tiny town were lost along with her in the tornado of 1978. For Hope’s three young children, the stability of life with their distant, preoccupied father, and with Viney, their mother’s spitfire best friend, is no match for their mother’s absence. 
Larken, the eldest, is an art history professor who seeks in food an answer to a less tangible hunger; Gaelan, the only son, is a telegenic weatherman who devotes his life to predicting the unpredictable and whose profession, and all too much more, depend on his sculpted frame and ready smile; and Bonnie, the baby of the family is a self-proclaimed archivist who combs the roadsides for clues to her mother’s legacy, and permission to move on. When, decades after their mother’s disappearance, they are summoned home after their father’s sudden death, they are forced to revisit the childhood tragedy at the center of their lives.
Staff Reads                                                    
Bob-

Writers of the Future Volume XXII by L. Ron Hubbard
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Gail-                                                               
Roads to Quoz: An American Mosey by William Least Heat-Moon
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Season of the Loon by David Adams 

Gail says: The author  lives in the Boundary Waters and these are essays about his life there.  Very good!
Unpolished Gem: My Mother, My Grandmother, and Me by Alice Pung 

                                          
Jennifer-                                                          Wesley the Owl by Stacey O’Brien                          [image: image7.jpg]( The Remarkable
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                                                         Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (for the first time, if you can believe it!)                               Book of Air and Shadows by Michael Gruber on audio
Sally-                                                                Sing Them Home by Stephanie Kallos
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Dancing with Bears by William Borden
Linda-                                                                Things I Want My Daughters to Know by Elizabeth Noble                                                      [image: image9.jpg]



 I See You Everywhere by Julia Glass
The Given Day by Dennis Lehane                                                                              

Cindie-                                                             Old Dogs are the Best Dogs by Gene Weingarten and photos by Michael S. Williamson         [image: image10.jpg]GENE WEINGARTEN
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                                                  The Poem I turn To: Actors and Directors Present Poetry That Inspires Them   
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                                                                       Rhoda-                                                            Girls In Trucks by Katie Crouch               [image: image13.jpg]NATIONAL BESTSELLER
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Rhoda says: The chapter titled "Bitsy's List" is very powerful! 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
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Newsletter Coupon

 [image: image15.png]





20% off any one book.

Youth Yak
by Jen

My new FAVORITE picture book is by an author I hope you are well-familiar with – Mo Willems. His latest is Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed. 
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As usual, Willems text is spare, the illustrations are simple yet expressive. Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed is a great lesson about acceptance (akin to star-bellied sneetches). Best of all, the word NAKED appears on nearly every page! I can’t wait to share this one with the kindergarten teachers at my daughter’s school!
For those of you thinking ahead to Valentine’s Day already, there are some great new kids 

books. I recommend the following, all of which are $12.99 or less:

The I Love You Book by Todd Parr
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 This is good for both boys and girls.
Love is a Good Thing to Feel by Barbara Joosse [image: image18.jpg]?
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( I couldn’t wait for February to give my daughter this one – she got it for Christmas)

Queen of Hearts by Mary Engelbreit
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Beagle Books Book Group Reminders

Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On January 20th, they’ll discuss Boom! by Tom Brokaw. 
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Beagle Books Women’s Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6PM. On January 15th, they’ll discuss Bridge of Sighs by Richard Russo.
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