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Sister Wolf Book Groups ‘08
by Sally
Book Groups are the heart of Sister Wolf Books! This year we’ll have four groups, reading and discussing a wide variety of books. All groups are open; we warmly welcome new participants. Join us when you are able. Books for the groups are available at Sister Wolf and Beagle Books. Mention you’re purchasing a book for book group and receive a 10% discount.

This year’s groups are:

The Poetry Group, formed in response to requests, will meet at 10 AM the second Tuesday of the month. June 10, local poet LouAnn Muhm will meet with us to discuss and read from her new book, “Breaking the Glass.” On July 8, Joyce Alwin will lead a discussion of the poetry of Emily Dickinson. On August 12, members of Twigs, a group of local poets, will be with us, reading from their recent book and reflecting on the process of writing poetry.

Faith Talk, led by Gary Walpole, will meet the second Tuesday of the month at 7PM. Their focus will be timely—faith and politics. Resources for the discussion will be: Great Awakening by Jim Wallis, God and Empire by Crossan, and Souled Out by E.J. Dionne.
The Wednesday morning Women’s Group will meet every other week at 9 AM. Their picks are:

May 21 “Eight Women, two Model Ts, and the American West,” by Joanne Wilke. Joanne will join us by phone.

June 4 “The Latehomecomers,” by Kao Kalia Yang. Kalia will meet with us.

June 18 “Loving Frank,” by Nancy Horan

July 2 “When Madeline was Young,” by Jane Hamilton
July 16 “The Tenderness of Wolves,” by Stef Penney
July 30 “Truck,” by Michael Perry. We’ll be viewing a short video of Michael talking about the book.

August 13 What is the What,” by Dave Eggers

August 27 “Space Between Us,” by Thrity Umrigar
Joint Potluck Meetings will be:

*July 24 “Animal, Vegetable, Miracle,” by Barbara Kingsolver. Call the store for the place, time, and directions. Please bring local food.

*September 17 “Fall to Grace,” by Kerry Casey. Kerry will join us either in person or by phone. Note: the meeting will be a week later than usual. Come to my cabin for a potluck—call the store for time and directions.

The Thursday Women’s Group will meet every other week at 7 PM. Their picks are:

May 29 “Birth House,” by Ami McKay

June 12 “Out Stealing Horses,” by Per Pettersen.
I haven’t scheduled dates for the other titles yet. Jen is working with Laura Moriarty’s publicist to schedule a phone visit from Laura. When that date is determined, I’ll complete the schedule. The other titles are:

“Shelter Half,” by Carol Bly

“Rest of Her Life,” by Laura Moriarty

“Used World,” by Haven Kimmel

“Five Skies,” by Ron Carlson

“Grace Eventually,” by Anne Lamott
This information will be on our website, www.sisterwolfbooks.com, very soon, along with a brief description of each book. We’ll have brochures at the store as well.

Join us as often as you can for good books and stimulating conversation!

Events!
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On June 4th author Kao Kalia Yang will join the  Wednesday morning Sister Wolf Books book group at 9:00 AM to discuss her book, Latehomecomer.
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On Saturday, June 7th photographer Mary Ludington & Kevin Kling (yes, Kevin Kling from NPR!) will be doing a signing at Beagle Books at Noon.
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Of course, the Stone Soup Project will continue all summer! 
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On June 9th, we’ll be visiting the local CSA (community supported agriculture) farm/garden. On June 23rd, Sari Mabbett will teach us how to make cheese! Feel free to join us – we meet every other Monday at 4PM at Beagle Books. See the Beagle Books website for more info: www.beagle-books.com Click on the Stone Soup link from the home page.
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 On June 10th author LouAnn Shepard Muhm will join the Poetry book group at 10:00 AM to discuss her book, Breaking the Glass.
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On Friday, June 20th at 5PM, we’re launching the first ever annual Local Authors Festival at Sister Wolf Books! The following categories will be represented: fiction, memoir, poetry, fishing, cooking – we’ll literally have something for everyone!
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At Noon, on Saturday, June 21st,Will Weaver will be at Beagle Books for a book signing. 
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On Saturday, June 28th, LouAnn Shepard Muhm will be at Beagle Books at Noon for a signing of her new book of poetry, Breaking the Glass.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Midwest Connections Picks
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This month’s picks include two adult books, and two middle-grade books. They are:

Crazy Good: The True Story of Dan Patch, the Most Famous Horse in America
by Charles Leerhsen
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A hundred years ago, the most famous athlete in America was a horse. But Dan Patch was more than a sports star; he was a cultural icon in the days before the automobile. Born crippled and unable to stand, he was nearly euthanized. For a while, he pulled the grocer's wagon in his hometown of Oxford, Indiana. But when he was entered in a race at the county fair, he won — and he kept on winning. He became the first celebrity sports endorser; his name appeared on breakfast cereals, washing machines, cigars, razors, and sleds. At a time when the highest-paid baseball player, Ty Cobb, was making $12,000 a year, Dan Patch was earning over a million dollars. Dan's original owner was intimidated into selling him, and America's favorite horse spent the second half of his career touring the country in a plush 
private railroad car and putting on speed shows for crowds that sometimes exceeded 100,000                                                                   people. But the automobile cooled America's romance with the horse, and by the time he died in 1916, Dan was all but forgotten. His last owner, a Minnesota entrepreneur gone bankrupt, buried him in an unmarked grave. His achievements have faded, but throughout the years, a faithful few kept alive the legend of Dan Patch, and in Crazy Good, Charles Leerhsen travels through their world to bring back to life this fascinating story of triumph and treachery in small-town America and big-city racetracks (Simon & Schuster). $26
Shelter Half: A Novel by Carol Bly
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“A young woman's body lay undisturbed for a week in mid-November.” So begins Shelter Half, a novel about a few people in a northern Minnesota town. Some of them-the town cop, the doctor, and a young couple in love-are smart enough to recognize cruelty that comes at them from huge organizations far outside the town limits. They are not chicken. They don't duck. If their nation and their world look grisly, they still do what they can for love and justice. They look out for one another. In the end, a retired US Brigadier General brings them a surprise about one of their best-loved townspeople. (Holy Cow! Press / Consortium). $15.95 


Julia Gillian (And the Art of Knowing) by Alison McGhee                                                        [image: image23.jpg]


                                                             Ten-year-old Julia Gillian knows everything about her quirky neighbors, her Minneapolis neighborhood, even the inscrutable "claw machine" in the back of the corner hardware store. The one thing Julia Gillian doesn't know is how the book she's reading is going to end. It doesn't seem as if it's going to have a happy ending, and that scares her. But Julia learns a little something about fear: sometimes you just have to work through it. And though bad things do happen sometimes, having good friends and family around you makes life a bit less scary - and much more fun. (Scholastic Press) $15.99
Savvy by Ingrid Law                   [image: image24.jpg]


Mississippi Beaumont (“Mibs”) is about to turn 13. For generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a magical secret. They each possess a “savvy”, a special supernatural power that strikes when they turn thirteen. Grandpa Bomba moves mountains, Mibs’ older brothers create hurricanes and spark electricity. Now it’s the eve of Mibs’ big day. As if waiting weren’t hard enough, the family gets scary news two days before Mibs’ birthday: Poppa has been in a terrible accident. Mibs decides to get to the 

                                                                  hospital, 60 miles from home, and prove that her new power, yet to be revealed, can save her dad. So she sneaks onto a pink bible salesman’s bus, only to find the bus heading in the wrong direction. Suddenly Mibs finds herself on a journey that will force her to make sense of growing up and of other people, who might also have a few secrets hidden just beneath the skin. (Dial Press Books for Young Readers / Penguin Group). $16.99

Staff Reads                                                    Gail-                                                              Taking Liberties by Diana Norman             
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Gail’s mini-review: Taking Liberties is set in the Revolutionary War. Two women: one American and one English, each have loved ones in a British prison. They face social outrage, public scandal and even arrest as they try to find a way to free the prisoners. This is a fast-paced book with plenty of excitement.  Amidst brothels, smugglers and castles with screams in the night these two very different women form a lasting friendship.  In freeing others, they discover their own splendid liberty.                                    Sunday Philosophy Club by Alexander McCall Smith                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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                                                            Mission to Millboro by Marge Rieder 
Savvy by Ingrid Law                                                                                                                                                            

Jennifer-                                                        Man Killed by Pheasant and Other Kinships by John T. Price
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Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver, Stephen Hopp, and Camille Kingsolver

Sea of Monsters (Percy Jackson and the Olympians Book 2) by Rick Riordan on audio

Hannah-                                                             The Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich 
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                                What is the What by Dave Eggers
Tallgrass by Sandra Dallas
Sally-

Out Stealing Horses by Per Pettersen

[image: image29.jpg]



Birth House by Ami McKay

Loving Frank by Nancy Horan on audio

Linda-

The Latehomecomer: a Hmong Family Memoir by Kao Kalia Yang
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Eight Women, Two Model Ts and the American West by Joanne Wilke
Mudbound by Hillary Jordan
Obsession by Jonathon Kellerman on audio
Rhoda-

I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak
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Rhoda says: “I have a new favorite author - I love the way Zusak uses metaphor and imagery.”


Tenderness of Wolves by Stef Penney
“Interesting story set in the wilds of Canada, with a healthy dose of mystery and some great strong-willed women characters.”
Youth Yak

This month, Becky Walpole, Childrens Librarian (ie: Childrens Book Expert) and Park Rapids Library Manager has written a review! Don’t forget to sign your kids up for the Library’s Summer Reading Program this summer – details follow the review below. (Pst! One of the prizes is a smoothie at Sister Wolf! YUM!!)

Review of Battle of the Labyrinth by Rick Riordan

by Becky
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Fans of Percy Jackson will know that at the tender age of 12, Percy learns that he is not the clumsy geeky kid he imagines himself to be.  Well, actually he is, but he is also the son of the Greek god Poseidon. This revelation leads him on an adventure of discovery with mythological monsters, celestial weapons and unexpected friendships.

In Battle of the Labyrinth, book four in the series, Percy tries to save his part-time home, Camp Half-Blood, from invasion by the enemies of the gods. To do this he must navigate the mysteries of the Labyrinth and the only way to do it is with a little help from his friends Annabeth, Grover and Tyson - one a satyr, one a Cyclops and one a child of Athena.  Ripe with Greek mythology, this book has the style, humor and action to be a favorite for readers 10 and up.  Adults will enjoy the story line, likeable characters and the challenge of remembering Greek legends learned in childhood.  Can't 
remember how to pronounce names like Hephaestus, Anaklusmos or Empousai?  The audio book, performed by Jesse Bernstein, makes it easy - and makes it a great story for the next car trip you take with your family.


Other books in the series:  The Lightning Thief, Sea of Monsters and The Titan's Curse.  As with any series, it is best to read them in order.
Summer Reading Program at Park Rapids Library:
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Prizes for reading?  Sweet!  What's Cookin' @ your library is this year's theme for the Park Rapids Area Library Summer Reading Program for kids 2-
18.  Kids 2-12 will get a prize for every 7 days they read for 15 minutes or more.  Teens will receive up to 10 prizes for reading books in selected categories and further reading gets them entered in a drawing for an MP3 player.  What's Cookin' @ your library features activities like weekly story hours, Jack Pearson in concert, cooking classes for ‘tweens and teens, a book talk by Alice Holz, a murder mystery party for teens and Chef Roberto's magical cooking show.  Call the library (732-4966) or stop in for details, dates and times. 

Beagle Book Group Reminders
Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On June 16th, they’ll be discussing Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen.
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Sister Wolf Books Group Reminders
The Womens Wednesday morning group meets every other Wednesday at 9:00. On June 4th, they’ll discuss Latehomecomer by Kao Kalia Yang.
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On June 18th, they’ll discuss Loving Frank by Nancy Horan.

The Womens Thursday evening group meets every other Thursday at 7PM. On June 12th, they’ll discuss Out Stealing Horses by Per Pettersen. 
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Check with Sister Wolf for the June 26th selection. [image: image37.jpg]









