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So you’ve been sitting in front of your computer for two weeks now, your email program open. Periodically you hit “receive mail” and then sigh, when the Beagle Books/Sister Wolf Books newsletter does not come through. The wait is over! Here it is and it’s PACKED with great book suggestions. So sit back, relax, and ENJOY!
Events                                                             On December 20th, Beagle Books will have an author double feature! 
At 12:00, local children’s author Jack Spindler will be at Beagle Books to sign copies of his book Dancing Zok.                                          [image: image2.jpg]<
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At 4:00, local author Jason Durham will be at Beagle Books to sign copies of his newest fishing book, Ice Fishing: Use the Secrets of the Pros to Catch More and Bigger Fish as well as copies of his first book, Pan Fish. 
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Staff BEST Reads                                                 The staff compiled a list of their favorite books. There is a mix of adult and kids titles (Hannah and Jen both compiled kids-only lists):
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Bob-                                                              Ringworld by Larry Niven

Ringworld Engineers by Larry Niven

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card

Foundation by Isaac Asimov

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone - J.K. Rowling     

The Hunt for Red October by Tom Clancy

The Andromeda Strain by Michael Crichton

The Gulag Archipelago by A. Solzhenitsyn

 2001:  A Space Odyssey by Clarke and Kubrick
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Brian-                                                                  Paper Towns by John Green
Rhoda-                                                             So Brave Young and Handsome by Leif Enger Testimony  by Anita Shreve 
 “My pick for 2008 is Book Thief by Marcus Zusak.”
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Jennifer-                                                         (Note: My list is young reader’s books)                                                     Inkspell by Cornelia Funke (and I’m hoping SOMEONE gets me Inkdeath, the final book in the Ink- trilogy for Christmas!)                              Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little by Peggy Gifford (thanks to Becky at the library for recommending this one!)                             Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins                  Junie B. Jones books by Barbara Park                              Geronimo Stilton books by Geronimo Stilton                Magic Treehouse books by Mary Pope Osborn               Winter War by William Durbin                                                                             
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Linda-                                                             Ten Best of 2008:
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society  by Mary Ann Shaffer
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
The Space Between Us by Thrity Umigar
Little Heathens by Mildred Kalish
Heartsick and Sweetheart - Chelsea Cain (can't wait for the final psychological mystery in this trilogy!)
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver
Loving Frank by Nancy Horan
Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich
The Third Angel by Alice Hoffman
Marley & Me:  Live and Love with the World's Worst Dog by Josh Grogan
 (Well, I guess that's at least 12; but who's counting!)
 
And as food editor of the Park Rapids Enterprise, some of my favorite cookbooks to cross my desk this year:
 
Garden County Pie by John Michael Lerma     Gardener's Community Cookbook
The Christmas Table by Diane Morgan
Baking with the St. Paul Bread Club by Kim Ode
Make it Minnesotan! Sesquicentennial Cookbook by Claire Plant
The Minnesota Homegrown Cookbook
The Flying Biscuit Cafe Cookbook by Delia Champion
Park Rapids' own St. John's Church cookbook   The Fallingwater Cookbook:  Elsie Henderson's Recipes & Memories by Suzanne Martinson
[image: image9.jpg]


Cindie-                                                             So Brave Young and Handsome by Leif Enger     The Dog Says How by Kevin Kling            Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger
Thank You For all Things by Sandra Kring
Eight Women, Two Model Ts, and the American West by Joanne Wilke                                          Carl's Summer Vacation by Alexandra Day Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
“My Desert Island Book is (if you were stranded on a desert island and could only have one book...) is East of Eden by John Steinbeck”
Breaking Glass by LouAnn Shepard Muhm         Old Dogs are the Best Dogs by Gene Weingarten
The Artist's Way: A Spiritual Path to Higher Creativity by Julia Cameron                                                  
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Gail-                                                               Fall to Grace by Kerry Casey                     Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger                What is the What? by Dave Eggers                Loving Frank by Nancy Horan                         Dewey by Vicki Myron                                   Jumping-Off Place by Marian McNeely (young adult)                                                                 Truck: a Love Story by Michael Perry            Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson         Animal, Vegtable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver   Whistling Season by Ivan Doig                        “Paper Bag Christmas by Kevin Alan Milne is a perfect read for the Christmas season.  It has just the right blend of laughter, tears, mystery and a joyful ending.”  
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Hannah-                                                      (Note: I asked Hannah to compile her favorite young adult books)                                               Masterpiece by Elise Broach
The Witches by Roald Dahl
Fairest by Gail Carson Levine
The Tale of Desperaux by Kate DiCamillo
The Book Thief by Mark Zusak
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick
The Sweet Far Thing by Libba Bray
Ignatius McFarland: Frequenaut by Paul Feig
Nick and Nora's Infinite Playlist by Rachel Cohn and David Levithan
South by Patrick McDonnell
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Jody-                                                              Old Turtle by Douglas Wood                            Old Turtle and the Broken Truth by Douglas Wood                                                           Little Soul of the Sun by Neale Donald Walsch Agate: What Good is a Moose? by Joy M. Dey      Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreac            The Way of the Peaceful Warrior by Dan Millmar Emissary of Light by James Twyman           Mutant Message Down Under by Marlo Morgan The Kin of Ata are Waiting for You by Dorothy Bryant
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Sally-                                                                The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak and Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy are young adult books set during World War II. Don't be fooled by the age level--no adult reader should miss these stories of hope and courage.

The Plague of Doves is Louise Erdrich's best book yet!

The God of War by Marisa Shriver, is the beautifully written and affecting story of a young boy in a troubled family who struggles with 
responsibility for his younger brother, who is mentally challenged.

 

Writing runs in the Enger family! So Brave, Young, and Handsome  by Leif Enger is the story of a quest undertaken by a blocked writer and former outlaw still tracked by a Pinkerton agent. Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger is a re-telling of the Hamlet story in northern Minnesota.

 

The Florist's Daughter by Patricia Hampl, set in St. Paul, is the beautifully written memoir of a woman who remained a daughter well into middle age.

 

The End of East by Jen Sookfong is the moving story of three generation of a Chinese family which emigrated to Canada.

 

Willow Room, Green Door is a challenging and rewarding book of poetry by Deborah Keenan.

 

A trio of books which are changing the way I eat and think about food: Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver, Omnivore's Dilemma, and In Defense of Food by Michael Pollan.
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Did you notice there’s no newsletter coupon in this edition? That’s because we’re having a storewide sale at Beagle – nearly everything is 20-30% off!
BOOK GROUP REMINDERS

The men’s book club will meet on Tuesday, December 16th at 8AM to discuss Yiddish Policemen’s Union by Michael Chabon.
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The women’s book club is taking the month of December off, but will meet again in January on Thursday, Jan. 15th at 6PM to discuss Bridge of Sighs by Richard Russo.                                   
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Also, in January, we will be having an after-hours Book Group party. Jen will do a book talk on a number of titles (all of which will be on sale that evening). We’ll have goodies, wine, and just have fun! All book group members from any book group are welcome, as well as any individuals interested in joining a book group (here’s your chance to shop for one!) We’ll keep you posted on the details!
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